Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday June 3rd at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning (chair) 
Nick Price				
Colin Walters
Ian Morrison
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
		Member of the Public			Peter Fisher
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllrs. England, Luttman-Johnson and Chappell; County Cllr. Nunn; District Cllr. Holt who congratulated the PC on its Neighbourhood Plan being formally adopted.

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on May 6th 2026
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on May 6th 2026 
None

Public Forum
None 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting) 
There had been a few hiccups over new bin deliveries with the new recycling regime having started on June 1st. A new website providing trusted information on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) had been launched by the county’s six councils. Citizen’s Advice services had received significant financial backing as part of the latest community funding from district councils, while domestic abuse charity Compassion had also received £4,000 and more than £680,000 was being distributed to help local community infrastructure keep pace with housing growth. Babergh was still waiting for an appeal decision on the Bentley Solar Farm to provide guidance in its decision on the proposed Boxted solar farm. Cllr. Price asked about a potential cloth recycling bin that was being rolled out by Suffolk Coastal. Cllr. Plumb had not heard of any imminent plans for one and suggested there may not be enough money to buy the bins.

County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr. Browning mentioned a few highlights including a new campaign to prevent wildfires, the new website dedicated to local government reorganisation and a pledge by Cllr. Hawden (SCC’s youngest ever leader) to put community first.  

Planning and Planning Matters
DC/26/01389 – Burnt House Farm, Bury Road
Approval had been given to extend an existing games room
DC/25/03251 – Green Farm House, The Green
An application for a single storey rear porch extension had been refused. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (May) £562.56; Clerk’s exes (May) £28.83; HMRC (May) £5.80. There was no bank reconciliation for May. Cllrs. voted to support the payment of invoices. The Clerk presented the annual accounts. As the PC’s income (£19,296) and expenditure (£16,554) were under £25,000 the PC could declare itself exempt from a Limited Assurance Review. The Clerk and Cllr. Browning signed the exemption certificate which the Clerk would send to the external auditor PKF Littlejohn. Cllr. Browning read out the Annual Governance Statement 25/26 which was approved by councillors. He then ran through the Accounting Statement. The Clerk had circulated a letter explaining the variances from 24/25 to 25/26. After approval by councillors the statement was signed by Cllr. Browning and the Clerk. Geoff Knight would internally audit them, then the Clerk would publish the accounts on the website before June 30. To comply with Assertion 10, the approved IT policy had been uploaded to the website. The Clerk had until the end of June to change the PC’s email address to a .gov.uk one. Barclays had completed the PC’s mandate change request. The fete no longer required funding help from the PC.

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning, submit the exemption certificate to the external auditor and set up a new email address.
  
Cemetery, Churchyard and Green 
Michael Edwards would be cutting back the cemetery trees tomorrow. Estacare (the Millers) were concerned that matting outside The Old Bakery on The Green could risk damaging their machinery and be a trip hazard. Karen Knight updated the PC on the PCC’s NLHF submission and the requirement for extra information and photographs relating to the urgent works that needed to be carried out. Ian Leigh wanted to contribute monthly to the village website with historical information that Hartest families could use as a resource.

Action: Clerk to write to the residents of The Old Bakery and let Karen Knight know her update was well received. Clerk to explore setting up a page for Ian Leigh on the website. 

Neighbourhood Plan Community Actions
Cllr. Browning congratulated the NP team – including Cllr. Price - on its work in achieving formal adoption of the plan by Babergh District Council after so many years. Cllr. Price had met with Ralph Carpenter about the community actions that needed to be made as a result of the NP now being policy. These included putting overhead cables underground where possible, planting new hedgerows and trees on The Row where verges had been eroded, providing a publicly available plan showing surface water drainage pipes in the village. They also included watercourse management and a proper flood risk assessment, the encouragement of community energy projects and providing a community shop and allotments should a suitable piece of land/building become available. Self-enforcing measures to help with traffic calming were also discussed. Cllr. Price considered the most important measures to be planting on The Row, surface water drainage and traffic calming.

Action: Cllr. Price to write a piece in Contact Magazine and thank Ian Poole for all of his work on the NP and ask if there was any interest in allotments in the village. Clerk to ask SCC for a drainage map of the village and Highways about planting on The Row.  


Footpaths and Highways 
Hedges were encroaching the footpath going up Workers Hill towards Cross Green and near the school entrance forcing walkers on to the kerb. Mr Fisher was aware that someone had been hit by a wing mirror on the hill and said that brambles that had grown around poles on The Row severely impacted visibility. Two faded 30mph repeater signs needed replacing on the hill. Cllr. Walters wondered whether an open letter from a number of villages about the poor state of rusting street furniture would have more impact. 

Action: Mr Fisher to provide photographs and then Clerk to use the reporting tool.  Cllr. Morrison would send the Clerk a link to a street sign provider and measure the signs that needed replacing. Clerk to investigate replacing repeater signs with Start Safety. Clerk to ask SALC about street furniture maintenance. 

Speeding
The Clerk had confirmed with Zurich Insurance that the PC had all risks cover of £34,000 and as long as the SID along with other PC assets didn’t exceed this figure it would be covered. Its Public Liability insurance also covered the actions of volunteers providing they were working under the PC’s direction. The SID had a two-year warranty covering parts, labour and a return to factory (return shipping included) and a six-month warranty on the battery. Other volunteers willing to help Mr Fisher (who currently has the SID) with the SID were Simon Merriam, Stephen Bottomley and Stephen Stone. Jon Shaw from SCC had confirmed that a pole position outside number 6 The Row had been approved. It would be erected before August 20th at the latest. Mr Fisher had charged two of the four batteries, had set the SID to 30mph, but the bracket on the pole outside Burnt House Farm would not take the PC’s SID. He had downloaded an app on his phone and the PC could pay for software to collect data from the SID. Mr Fisher confirmed he had a hi-viz jacket to wear when moving of the SID. Councillors thanked Mr Fisher for his involvement. 

Action: Mr Fisher to send Clerk a link to buy a bracket and padlock. Cllr. Walters to provide jubilee clips.

Correspondence 
The SALC AGM would be online on July 9th at 7pm.

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business
Cllrs. Browning and Morrison apologised that they would miss the next meeting in July.

The meeting closed at 8.25pm






Signed………………………………Dated………………….



