Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 3rd September at 7pm 2026
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Will Luttman-Johnson (chair)
Beverley England			
Ian Morrison
Christopher Browning (briefly)
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
		County Councillor 			John Nunn
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllrs. Price and Walters; District Cllr. Holt and Karen Knight 

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on June 3rd 2026
There had been no meeting in July (lack of quoracy) nor August as was usual. It was agreed that the minutes of the June meeting were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on June 3rd 2026 
None

Public Forum
None 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting) 
Local partners had joined together behind a shared commitment to support the future regeneration of Sudbury through the development of a masterplan designed to attract public and private investment. Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils had restated their objection to the National Grid’s Norwich to Tilbury pylon project. Suffolk residents could get a free proposal to replace ageing heating systems with heat pumps with grants of up to £9,000 available. The District Council had received a silver award for its commitment to the armed forces community and had been officially recognised as menopause friendly employers. In response to news that Bentley Solar Farm’s appeal had been refused, Cllr. Plumb said that the principal planning officer, Alex Scott, at Babergh had reviewed the Bentley appeal but they were still awaiting some information from the applicants, which had been requested before. The applicants had been given a deadline to respond. If that was not met then they would have to take a view on how to proceed. Cllr. Plumb said three other solar farm applications in the district had been turned down, one was at the appeal stage and another hanging by a thread.

County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr. Nunn repeated the availability of government grants for residents wanting to replace ageing heating systems with heat pumps. The Warm Homes Suffolk Loan scheme also offered eligible homeowners access to up to £15,000 at a fixed interest of 2.2% to help fund energy efficiency improvements. A new initiative to help small independent and hospitality businesses with one-to-one advice, funding opportunities and peer networking had been established. Information from New Anglia Growth Hub. SCC had completed improvement works by the River Gipping at Creeting St. Peter making the 17-mile Gipping Valley River Path more accessible. SCC also wanted to thank the response of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Services after the devastating Minsmere fire.

Planning and Planning Matters
DC/26/03018 – Cooks Farm, Lawshall Road
Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and 2no. agricultural buildings. The consultation deadline for comment had passed. 
DC/26/03218 – The Hatch, Cross Green
TCA – reduce crown of 1 horse chestnut by up to 3m, reduce crown of one ash by 2m and reduce crown of 1 horse chestnut by up to 1.5m.  
The applications DC/26/02533 at 1 The Green, DC/26/02778 at Elizels Cottage and DC/26/03472 The Limes had been approved. 
Concerns had been raised by a resident about application DC/26/03414 at Belle Vue on The Row for the erection of a single storey flat roof extension, an upgrade of existing windows to double glazing, change of window locations on side elevations, the installation of an air source heat pump and a change of colour to sage green. Concern centred on the removal of a chimney (given the house is in a conservation area) and two small wattle and daub outbuildings that pre-dated the house. Councillors agreed these had not been listed and voted to support the application. 

Action: Clerk to report decision. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (July) £562.56; Clerk’s tax £5.80; Clerk’s exes (July) £29.76; Babergh (bin emptying) £259.20; Boxted & Hartest Institute (hall hire) £24; Elan City (SID mounting bar) £48.97; Clerk’s fees (Aug) £538.16; Clerk’s tax (Aug) £30.20; Clerk’s exes (Aug) £24. Councillors voted to approved the payments and agreed the bank reconciliations for June and July were correct. The Clerk had submitted a VAT reclaim for £1,921.38.
New mandate change forms to include Cllrs. England and Morrison on the bank account were completed. Zurich’s renewal quote of £363 was the most competitive received. Councillors voted to accept it and agreed to pay it before October 5th renewal date. The Clerk to thank Geoff Knight for internally auditing the accounts with a bottle of wine. The new mileage rate was .55p. The Clerk had published the accounts on line and hadn’t heard back from the external auditor PKF Littlejohn. She had registered for PKF’s digital audit next year and would investigate whether the PC needed to have accounting software in place to access that. The Clerk to buy a new printer as the current one was old and broken.  Councillor Browning to help the Clerk with new email forwarding, setting up one drive and air printing. 
 
Bank balance to end June 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£3,996.02

	Savings account
	£41,280.99

	Total
	£45,277.01





Bank balance to end July 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£2,060.83

	Savings account
	£41,280.99

	Total
	£43,341.82



Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning, to renew the insurance policy with Zurich, to submit Barclays mandate change forms, buy wine for Geoff Knight and investigate printer prices and the possible need for accounting software. Cllr. Browning to help Clerk with technical issues. 
  
Cemetery, Churchyard and Green 
A request had been made for disabled access to the cemetery. Cllr. Morrison said making cemeteries accessible was a legal duty and grant funding should be available. Clerk to investigate whether the PC’s s.106 funds could be used for this. Earlier in the year the PC agreed John Kemp could lay the hedge at the top of the cemetery. He requested the PC fund stakes and binders from one of the wildlife trusts for this. The bill would be no bigger than £360. Councillors voted to support this. A village WhatsApp query had been made about parking on The Green. Agreed (Minutes 31.1.18) this was forbidden by law.  

Action: Clerk to contact Ian Leigh and Babergh regarding disabled access/funding to/for the cemetery and a cemetery page on the website. Clerk to speak to John Kemp. 

Neighbourhood Plan Community Actions
Regarding drainage maps of the village, Matthew Fox from Highways said we could not have access to the mapping software used by the SCC’s drainage team but he did provide a map showing gullies on The Green and The Row and a map showing the run of pipes, catchpits and direction of flow of water at the bottom of Hartest Hill/Lawshall Road. Clerk to also ask for drainage maps showing Blind Lane and the bend half way up Hartest Hill. 
Regarding planting on The Row, the PC would need a licence (£50-£300+). This would need to include location of planting, soil type, species, number of trees and shrubs, their provenance and details of how mulching and irrigation would be managed. Ralph Carpenter had requested that the PC fix a date for the showing of a National Emergency Briefing related to climate change. The Clerk suggested that this could be combined with a request for volunteers to be emergency plan co-ordinators. Clerk to check with Mr Carpenter whether he feels this could be done together. Regarding a request by Mr Carpenter for a parish councillor to join the new Sourpower Community energy group, it was agreed to wait for the outcome of the Boxted solar farm application.

Action: Clerk to ask for drainage map of Blind Lane. Clerk to share information re: drainage and planting with Mr Carpenter and speak to him about combining a NEB briefing with recruiting Emergency Plan co-ordinators.  

Playground Access and Security
Access to the school’s playground equipment was blocked due to vandalism and therefore not fulfilling an agreement that it was a community asset with access for all. Suggested a lockbox (keyholder to provide code) be put in place for people wanting to use it. 

Action: Clerk to speak to Nick Price about school grounds accessibility

Footpaths and Highways 
Councillors agreed that Well House resident Tim Brown could replace the broken bollards on his verge. 

Action: Clerk to contact Tim Brown

Speeding
The Clerk confirmed that the new SID had been up and running since June 17th and that the four volunteers involved had set up a WhatsApp group and appeared to be communicating and sharing responsibility for the machine very well. Jon Shaw at SCC agreed with Peter Fisher (volunteer) that the post outside Burnt House Farm was too near the road due to verge erosion. To move it (new location agreed) would cost £315. Councillors agreed to pay for this.  

Action: Clerk to contact Mr Fisher and Jon Shaw and ask for the new post. 

Correspondence 
None

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business

The meeting closed at 8.15pm






Signed………………………………Dated………………….



