Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 7th October at 7pm 2026
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning (chair)
Beverley England			
Ian Morrison
Nick Price 
Colin Walters					Neil Chappell
		District Councillors			Stephen Plumb and Michael Holt
		Member of the Public 			Geoff Knight
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllr. Luttman-Johnson; County Cllr. Nunn 

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on September 3rd 2026
It was agreed the minutes of the meeting were a true record and they were duly signed. 

Matters Arising from the Meeting on September 3rd 2026 
None

Public Forum
On behalf of Karen Knight, Geoff Knight gave an update on the church/village project. Karen had secured £178,860 of National Lottery Heritage funding. No match funding was required and a generous contingency had been provided. The roof was in the process of being repaired. Victorian tiles would be laid in the nave, pews would have casters added so they could be moved to provide a sizeable space. Damp-proofing would be carried out and the wooden vestry floor which had a hole in it would be replaced with a solid floor. Works should be completed by the end of March. They were Currently trying to recruit specialists in community activities who could generate community uses for the church. There was a general recognition country-wide that if we are to keep medieval buildings then they needed to appeal to a wider audience. Congratulations were extended to Karen for all her hard work and she was wished a speedy recovery. 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting) 
The Secretary of State had withdrawn Local Government Reorganisation. District council elections would go ahead next May. After 39 years the swimming pool in Sudbury had been closed as it was deemed unsafe. A new one could cost £28m. Councillors were urged to attend the Town and Parish Liaison meeting on October 20th 10-12pm at Sudbury Town Hall where changes to the NPPF and their effect on Neighbourhood Plans would be discussed. They were also urged to draw up Emergency Plans. 


County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Discussed

Planning and Planning Matters
DC/23/05127 – Boxted Solar Farm - Planning addendum with design changes and assessments demonstrating mitigating impacts relating to cultural heritage, ecology and landscape.
Agreed the PC would submit an objection echoing the response of the Save Glem Valley group as adding a few more trees, more drainage, a picnic area etc. did not substantially alter the major issues the solar farm posed.
DC/26/03406 – Land adj. to 6 Green View
Councillors did not support the application for change of use of a meadow to provide an additional parking area for private recreational vehicle storage, including engineered earthworks to the retaining bank as it went against the policies and objectives of the village Neighbourhood Plan.
New National Planning Policy Framework
Changes to the definition of a settlement and implications for the application of Neighbourhood Plans. Cllr. Price would try and attend the Town and Parish Meeting on October 20th 10-12pm at Sudbury Town Hall where this would be discussed.
DC/26/04278 – Mile End Farmhouse, Somerton Road
Councillors supported the application for a replacement window and insertion of a new window to a 1st floor home office.
Action: Clerk to report decisions. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Sep) £538.16; Clerk’s tax (Sep) £30.20; Clerk’s exes (Sep) £127.66; Boxted & Hartest Institute (hall hire) £24; SALC (12mths payroll) £122.40; Estacare (grass cutting) £1,290
Income: Hanchets (Winterbone memorial) £75; interest £108.21; Precept £7,800
Barclays mandate changes were complete. Insurance had been renewed (Oct 5th), there was no requirement for accounting software to complete next year’s audit digitally. The Clerk had purchased a new printer £39.99 and ink £19.99; wine to thank Geoff Knight for internally auditing the accounts and had circulated next year’s meeting dates. Cllr. Browning to help the Clerk with new email forwarding, setting up one drive and air printing. It was proposed by Cllr. Price and seconded by Cllr. England that the bank reconciliations for August and September were correct and the invoices be paid.
 
Bank balance to end Aug 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£3,959.22

	Savings account
	£41,280.99

	Total
	£45,240.21



Bank balance to end Sep 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£2,256.78

	Savings account
	£49,080.99

	Total
	£51,337.77



Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning.

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green 
Councillors approved the memorial for Graham Boram - whose wife wanted to scatter his ashes on the grave of his relative. Chris Collins had put Mrs Boram in touch with the vicar. A long discussion ensued about the village website and Ian Leigh’s offer to contribute articles about the village’s history and families in the cemetery. Clerk to speak to Matthew Morling at CAS about access to the website.
Babergh confirmed it would not be possible to use s.106 monies to provide disabled access to the cemetery as the PC could only spend the money on what it was secured to do - to provide affordable housing. Its’ Communities team had looked – without success - at other possible funding sources but would need more information: disabled car parking spaces? Dropped kerbs installed? Accessible paths? (how many, how long, what surfacing?) Lighting required? Clerk to ask local undertakers if there was anything they felt we could do to make access better. Clerk to investigate how much it would cost to lay down the Ince memorials to make them safe. 

Action: Clerk to contact Matthew Morling at CAS about website access and local undertakers regarding disabled access and making Ince graves safe.  Cllr. Chappell to take photos of the graves first.

Neighbourhood Plan Community Actions
Regarding drainage maps of the village, Matthew Fox from Highways – who said we could not have access to the SCC drainage team’s mapping software – provided a map of Blind Lane and Hartest Hill. Clerk to ask for one map covering the whole village and circulate the maps already provided by Mr Fox. Regarding planting on The Row, agreed would need to employ a professional with experience of dealing with Highways and their licencing requirements. Clerk to ask which Thursday or Friday in November would suit Ralph Carpenter to show the National Emergency Briefing film. Agreed after the showing we could mention the need to get a village emergency plan in place and the need for EP volunteers. Clerk to circulate an Emergency Plan template. 

Action: Clerk to ask for drainage map of whole village and circulate existing maps provided by Matthew Fox. Clerk to contact Ralph Carpenter about film showing, to share Emergency Plan template with councillors and book Nick and Colin on to the online Community Emergency Preparedness and Resilience meeting on October 27th.

Playground Access and Security
Clerk to invite Phillippa Gladstone to come to a PC meeting to discuss general access to the playground in the school grounds. 

Action: Clerk to speak to Phillippa Gladstone

Footpaths and Highways 
Nothing to report

Speeding
Clerk had notified Jon Shaw that the PC was happy to pay £315 for a new SID post outside Burnt House Farm. Peter Fisher had applied to SCC for a new school sign which was very faded. Regarding replacing faded 30mph repeater signs the Clerk showed a new sign costing £11.42 from Start Safety. Cllr. Walters to find out how many are required before purchasing. 

Action: Cllr. Walters to find out how many repeater signs are required

Correspondence 
None

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business
Suggested that complaints about the foul smell of sludge on fields be directed to the offending farmer. 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm





Signed………………………………Dated………………….



