


Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of
Hartest Parish Council held on
Wednesday April 26th at 7.30pm 2023
 in Boxted and Hartest Institute
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		William Luttman-Johnson (Vice Chair)
							Marie Winterbone
		County Councillor 			Richard Kemp
Members of the Public 		John Kemp 
							Sue Whiteman 	
Clerk					Di Rix
			 
1. Vice Chairman, William Luttman-Johnson, Opening Remarks
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson welcomed everyone and pointed out that all current councillors had stood for re-election and Sue Whiteman would also be joining the PC from May 9th after the May 4th elections. In addition, Neil Chappell had expressed interest in being co-opted which meant they would have a full Council.

2. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Browning and Price, Karen Knight, Ralph Carpenter Geraldine Ross, Liz Depper, Alex Clark, Mary Gorman, Richard Weller-Poley, Caroline Pask-Finch and Liza Colville.  The clerk apologised that she was unable to connect Cllr. Pask to the meeting remotely.

3. Public Forum
Regarding the proposed solar farm project in Boxted, Cllr. Kemp said that he had proposed there should be a meeting for Boxted residents to be held at the Institute with an independent chairman (rather than Mr Weller-Poley) from outside the area and a voters register where residents could vote through a ballot box. 

4. County Councillor Report, Richard Kemp (full report attached)
Highlights from Cllr. Kemp’s report included the one-year anniversary of the Ukraine war during which time Suffolk had housed over 1,000 people, 345 families. More volunteers were needed. SCC had increased council tax by 3.9%, 2% of that would go on social care. He said Suffolk was not on track for net zero by 2030, so was working hard on that. Special Educational Needs provision in Suffolk was also failing miserably but measures had been put in place to address it. Locality monies should still be available in the new financial year. He said Suffolk had gone down the devolution route which meant there would be an elected council leader not a mayor in future. Regarding Sizewell C, he said the government had invested £700m for a 50% share (with EDF) which would take 15 years to build and produce 7% of the country’s energy needs. He thanked everyone in the communities he represented for what had been a very difficult year. He was proud of what people in this country did to help one another. John Kemp said he was coordinating an effort in Sudbury to clean up the Stour and to seek designated bathing status for the part of the river between the Granary Cut and Cornard Lock. He had received lots of support from amongst others the town council, the River Stour Trust and the Scouts. An application had been registered with DEFRA and they now had to do surveys from May to September, counting swimmers, paddlers even dog walkers along the banks of the river. He was also pleased that he had garnered the support of Anglian Water, who so far had spent 3.5m upgrading the Sudbury sewage works and wanted to remove more phosphates and nitrogen from the water. They were going to fund a citizen’s science project so individuals would be able to use professional testing kits to test the water. He said there were 400 designated bathing sites in Britain mainly around the coasts, 12 were on lakes but only 3 on rivers and he hoped this project would become the fourth.

5. Clerk’s Finance Report, Di Rix (full report attached)
The clerk said she had joined the PC in February. The first financial issue she had encountered was an attempt by the PC to recover £109,313 of s.106 monies which related to an affordable housing project about ten years ago at Banham Yard. Babergh council wanted the money to be spent on new housing while the PC would like to upgrade the Somerton Alms houses. The PC would continue in its attempt to get Deborah Fenton, Babergh’s director of housing, to come and discuss the matter as it needed to be resolved. The PC had also received a grant of £7,106 from Groundwork which was being used to progress work on the Neighbourhood Plan and it also had £8,345 of money from the Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy which it hoped to spend upgrading the war memorial and churchyard. She said the PC’s bank account had £58,561 at the year end, and because of the high rate of inflation had asked for a precept of £13,938. This is the amount of money the PC asks of Hartest council taxpayers each year. She said the PC had bought numerous grit bins, a new dog waste bin, a teak bench, some jubilee mugs, contributed to the Christmas tree and lights, renovated the bins on the green and had kept the grass cut and the trees trimmed. She urged villagers to come forward with ideas if they felt anything needed buying or upgrading.    

6. Neighbourhood Working Group Report, Ralph Carpenter (full report attached)
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson read out Mr Carpenter’s report which said work on the Neighbourhood Plan had resumed this year. Locality funding had become available which included an allocation for their approved planning consultancy AECOM to prepare a design statement. Money from Groundwork also meant that Ian Poole’s work could also be funded through to completion of the project. There would be a final consultation with Hartest residents and businesses and then the final stage would be approval from Babergh. He hoped the project would be completed this year. He thanked the PC for their continued support. 

7. Hartest School Report, Liza Colville 
None

8. Hartest Pre-School Report, Caroline Pask-Finch (full report attached)
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson read Mrs Pask-Finch’s report which said that thanks to a successful bonfire night fundraiser they were able to start April 2022 by funding a two storey play loft. After Easter they had 63% occupancy but were unable to attract a level 3 preschool practitioner to work at the school. More successful fundraising through the summer however meant they could afford to replace rotten decking and they returned to the Autumn term with 40% occupancy and managed to find a new teacher, Nina Hawes. An Ofsted inspection in November resulted in a grading of ‘Good’ and some lovely feedback.  They finished the Spring term with 27 children and a pleasing 60% occupancy. 
 
9. Hartest Institute Report, Richard Weller-Poley (full report attached)
Sue Whiteman read Mr Weller-Poley’s report which said the committee had given considerable thought to the Constitution of the Boxted & Hartest Institute which had become outdated and it had taken the decision to drop the requirement that members had to be representatives of village groups. In future, the committee would be made up of stalwarts of the community. Due to the increasing cost of fuel, the committee would look for funding to add insulation to the rafters. He thanked committee members and said despite challenging times the Institute went from strength to strength. 

10. Hartest & District WI Report, Liz Depper (full report attached)
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson read Ms Depper’s report which said that members had been involved in a variety of activities and had enjoyed numerous speakers over the past 12 months including Eleanor Wadsworth the last surviving female WW2 pilot and the writer of ‘boddice rippers’ Maria Louise Rame. This year it was Hartest’s turn to host the annual group meeting of several WIs determined by the Suffolk West Federation. She said membership had remained steady over the year and she thanked Jo Pask who had been there since the WI reformed in 1999. Her constant support was very much cherished and appreciated.  

11. Hartest & District Gardening Club Report, Geraldine Ross (full report attached)
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson read Ms Ross’s report which said they had been sad to lose Jill Armstrong after many years on the committee. The plant sale this year would be on the Green on Sunday, May 14th at 2pm. The church would be doing refreshments. She urged villagers to get involved in the Annual Show and said there was a class for everyone. She thanked villagers for their support which had kept the club going for 35 years.  

12. Local History Report, Jo Pask (full report attached)
Cllr. Winterbone read Cllr. Pask’s report in her absence. She said work had been undertaken in 2022 to catalogue Hartest Planning Applications which dated back to the 1970s. Thanks to Stephen Welfare the boxes had been delivered to the Records Office.  Sifting through other Parish Council paperwork uncovered the original design paperwork for the bins on the Green. This was used by Philip Goode to replicate the new replacement bins that are now in situ there. 
 
13. Carpet Bowls Report, Alex Clark
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson read that the club - which consisted of around twelve people who played for fun rather than competitively - continued to meet fortnightly throughout the year. Alex Clark and Mary Gorman had taken over the running of the club from Mike Lewis. 

14. Tree Warden’s Report, John Kemp (full reported attached)
Mr Kemp said that having lived in the village for nearly 40 years he had recently reminisced about how much the wildlife in the village had changed. He remembered how - in 1985 - people used to patrol the roads to protect the thousands of toads and frogs from being run over but how he hadn’t seen one in years. Neither had he seen grass snakes, lapwings, turtle doves, hedgehogs, house sparrows, skylarks, grasshoppers nor bush crickets. 
He surmised that modern farming practices had been partially responsible and wondered whether the replanting of hedgerows would help to provide corridors through which wildlife could move around the countryside. He said that the Government hoped to encourage the planting of 45,000 miles of hedgerow over the next 25 years and urged anyone who would like to plant a tree or some hedging to contact him as organisations like the Woodland Trust were giving them away.


15. Church Report, Karen Knight (full report attached)
Sue Whiteman read the report which said the PCC was working towards ensuring that the church was used and enjoyed by the whole village as well as being an ancient place of prayer. She said the church was eager to share more conversations with the PC. A recent initiative had been to collaborate with Hartest school to create learning activities based on the church building and its surroundings. She hoped that a regular programme of the school using the church building would begin in the Autumn term.  She said that the PCC had participated in the selection of the new Rev. Mary Styles who would be inducted on April 24th. Drainage work had started with the second phase scheduled for June 2023. The next Quinquennial Inspection would dictate what further works were needed at All Saint’s and Boxted church. The church cleaners, flower arrangers and bell ringers had been asked to note anything in need of attention in a maintenance book. She said the Church graveyard was only open for interred ashes in the area to the North of the main doorway. The remaining area of the graveyard was closed to burials in 1856. She thanked the PC for maintaining the ‘closed’ area to the East and South of the church. After advice from John Kemp, she said that the area was cut twice a year to encourage wildflowers to grow and establish ‘rewilding’. 

16. Closing Remarks, William Luttman-Johnson
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson thanked everyone for coming. It was hoped more people could be encouraged to the annual meeting perhaps by setting up better communication in the village via a village WhatsApp group and the clerk taking over the PC’s website pages. 




