Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday April 1st at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning (chair) 
Will Luttman-Johnson
Nick Price				
Neil Chappell
							Beverley England
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
		County Councillor 			Richard Kemp 
		Members of the Public 			Cllr. John Nunn
							Ralph Carpenter
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllrs. Morrison and Walters

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on March 5th 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on March 5th 2025 
None

Public Forum
Cllr. Browning wished Cllr. Nunn luck in the forthcoming county council elections. He also proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr. Kemp who had looked after us incredibly well without the impediment of an alliance to a particular party and we had done very well from both his guidance and his grant funding. He said the PC was deeply grateful for his many years of service.

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting) 
Cllr. Plumb reiterated the news that the Government had confirmed three unitary councils for Suffolk replacing the current system of the Suffolk County Council (despite the fact that the CC elections are coming up in May) and five district and borough councils. The three unitary councils would be Western Suffolk Council (which would cover Hartest), Central and Eastern and South Suffolk and Ipswich Councils. Next year there would be elections for the new districts and the mayor which meant that Cllrs. Plumb and Holt would be in office for an extra year. From June, the new recycling system would be in place involving more bins and more roadside collections. The proposed Boxted solar farm decision – and the appeal decision for Bentley solar farm - was discussed.

County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Kemp had been surprised by the Government’s decision for three unitary councils in Suffolk. SCC had wanted just a single unitary authority. Elections for the new councils would be held in May 2027 with new councillors shadowing existing councillors until the new authorities were ‘vested’ from April 1 2028. SCC welcomed an additional £1.7m government funding for those in fuel poverty and urged parents to ensure their children were vaccinated against measles, following a resurgence of cases nationally. Cllr. Kemp – who would retire in May - had a few regrets after 52 years in local government saying back in 1974 there were three unitary councils……so how could this be progress? He felt the democracy of planning - whereby 95% of all applications were now dealt with by one officer at a desk – was significantly worse. Housing applications also used to favour those with local connections. Now people had to bid for homes. He thanked the parish councillors for their kindness. On behalf of the PC, Cllr. Browning wished him well in his retirement.  

Planning and Planning Matters
DC/26/01354/TCA – Hartest Place – Reduce crown of 3 Holly to 4m, reduce crown of 1 Strawberry tree to 5m and general pruning. Thin crown of 1 Yew by 15%, fell 1 Field Maple, fell 1 fruit tree, fell 1 Horse Chestnut, fell 1 Conifer, fell 1 Hawthorn and fell 1 Acer Davidii.
DC/26/00932/TCA – The Old Rectory – Councillors voted to support the application to pollard one ash tree to just below power lines (approx. 6m from ground) as tree is dropping limbs in neighbouring property. 
It was noted that application DC/26/00575/LB to strengthen and repair rotten and leaning walls at The Limes had been granted. 

Action: Clerk to ask John Kemp for his advice on the Hartest Place application and report decisions.

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Mar) £514.36; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Mar) £54; Clerk’s exes (Mar) £28.23; SALC (6 mths payroll) £54; Estacare (grass cutting) £1,290; Elan City (SID) £2,760. Income: Walk leaflet design refund from Indigo Ross £320; Cllr. Kemp grant £2,300. It was proposed by Cllr. Chappell and seconded by Cllr. Luttman-Johnson that the bank reconciliation for March (year-end) was correct and that the invoices be paid. 
The Clerk explained that as the PC’s income and expenditure did not exceed £25,000 this year, it could certify itself exempt from a limited assurance review by the External Auditor PKF Littlejohn. The Certificate of Exemption had to be submitted before June 30th.  The Clerk had circulated a ‘grants to outside organisations/individuals policy’ which councillors approved. She would forward to Phillippa Gladstone who had requested funding for the fete.
Cllr. Price had been contacted by Barclays Bank about additional information required to add Cllrs. England and Morrison as signatories and to change the cheque book address. Clerk to submit forms and check the need for a debit card rather than a simple ID card. The Clerk had spoken to Matthew Morling about website training and would work on the information he had given her.

Bank balance to end March 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£6,504.52

	Savings account
	£38,480.99

	Total
	£44,985.51




Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning, submit bank mandate change form and update website.


Neighbourhood Plan (Cllr. Browning brought forward agenda item 13)
Ralph Carpenter had received a request from Paul Bryant (Babergh DC) and Ian Poole asking him to update information on the website. He had forwarded the changes to Marta. The referendum for adoption of the NP would be on the same day – May 7th – as the County Council elections. The Clerk had put up referendum posters on the village noticeboards and four hard copies of the referendum version of the NP in the porch of the church. Cllr. Price said the NP was at a very critical stage for Hartest and had been 14 years in the making. If 50% of those that vote for the NP said ‘yes’, it would be legally adopted. If more than 50% voted ‘no’ the NP would be abandoned. He and Mr Carpenter would draft something explaining the significance of the referendum for Contact magazine before April 12th. Mr Carpenter would be happy to deliver information to every household and speak about it at the Annual Parish Meeting. Mr Carpenter asked if the PC was prepared for the extra responsibility that would fall to parish councils with the new government reorganisation. The recent call for development sites and the need for housing was discussed. 

Action: Cllr. Price to write about referendum in Contact magazine. Clerk to mention it on the WhatsApp group. 

Assertion 10 Compliance
The Clerk explained that as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) it would be mandatory for parish councils to verify that they met digital data protection and website accessibility standards. This would mean having a .gov.uk domain name and ensuring the website was compliant. As One Suffolk already hosted the PC’s website it was agreed to ask them to carry out a website scan (£108) and to set the clerk up with a new email (£27.50 a year). Although recommended, councillors did not feel the need to have a .gov.uk email themselves. Cllr. Browning pointed out that we could set up a forwarding email from the current gmail account. The PC would also need to adopt its own IT policy. 

Action: Clerk to ask One Suffolk to carry out a website scan and set up a .gov.uk email address. Clerk to draw up an IT policy for publication on the website. 
  
Annual Parish Meeting April 17th 
Regarding a speaker, Babergh recycling and waste team would be happy to send a speaker (no projector required) as long as they could be first on the agenda. Ralph Carpenter would speak about the Neighbourhood Plan. Karen Knight would speak about the walks leaflet, Liz Depper to speak/or send a report on the WI, Richard Weller-Poley would speak about the Institute. Emma Merriam would speak about Gardening Club. The Clerk would give a finance report and invite the bellringers. She was waiting to hear from the pre-school and primary school and felt with the SID arriving soon, it would be good if Cllr. Price could speak about speeding. The Clerk would organise wine, glasses and nibbles and advertise the APM on the WhatsApp group and the Cross Green WhatsApp. She would also mention the need for a tree warden and history recorder. Cllr. Luttman-Johnson would chair the meeting.  

Action: Clerk to chase pre-school and primary school for reports, advertise the APM on WhatsApp and organise wine, glasses and nibbles. 

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green 
There was a dead deer in the cemetery. Cllr. Chappell felt it was decomposed enough to let it rot away. It had been reported that on the roadside of the cemetery the trees were overhanging. Agreed to ask Estacare if they know of a tree surgeon who would quote to tidy up all of the cemetery’s trees. Clerk to contact Michael Edwards at Spring Hall Farm. Jo Pask wanted to donate the pump and a wrought iron seat on The Green to the PC. She had been maintaining them where necessary repainting them with Hammerite and asked that the PC take over that responsibility. A safety notice on the pump negated liability on behalf of the PC. She said the village sign needed to be kept looking smart and the war memorial was now listed and would need a regular inspection. Agreed that this had been done in the past few years. Karen Knight had asked if the PC would write a letter of support for the PCC’s funding application. Councillors agreed the letter that the Clerk read out. Councillors voted to adopt the pump and seat. 

Action: Clerk to contact Estacare and Michael Edwards for quotes. Clerk to send letter of support to Karen Knight. Clerk to thank Jo Pask.

Footpaths and Highways 
The Clerk had contacted Matthew Fox about stones in the layby on The Row. Cllr. Price pointed out that a while ago he had circulated the title plan showing the layby was owned by Highways. 

Action: Clerk to forward title plan to Matthew Fox.  

Speeding
The Clerk had ordered a SID from Elan City which could be shown to everyone at the APM. 
Peter Fisher, Stephen Bottomley and Simon Merriam were all still happy to look after the SID when it arrived. Steven Stone had also come forward to volunteer. Jon Shaw (SCC in charge of ANPR) said that as the residents of the property who would be most affected by the SID post hadn’t consented to it, we would have to find another location. He didn’t think that would be a problem and would let the Clerk know where asap. A speed survey on The Row was discussed. The one on Hartest Hill had cost £468. Agreed the PC should see what effect the SID had first. Re: 30mph stickers, agreed the ones the Clerk had bought could be used on bins. Cllr. Chappell said just cleaning the existing ones made a big difference. 

Correspondence 
Save Glem Valley Group asked for a letter of support for its application to be a conservation area. A Celebration of Village Life at Hartest and Stanstead churches would take place on June 13-14. The Clerk had circulated a response from James Cartlidge regarding the pylons from Norwich to Tilbury.

Action: Clerk to write a letter of support. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business
Cllr. Browning apologised he would miss the APM. 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.






Signed………………………………Dated………………….




