Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday October 2nd at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Will Luttman-Johnson
Nick Price
Neil Chappell
Colin Walters
							Ian Morrison
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllr. Browning; District Cllr. Holt; County Cllr. Kemp 

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on September 3rd 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on September 3rd 2025 
Cllr. Walters would ask Danny Gaze for a quote to repair the steps by the post box on The Green. Cllr. Morrison would ask Brian Carr and the Clerk would ask Phil Goode to quote. 

Public Forum
None

District Councillors’ Report (circulated before the meeting)
Cllr. Plumb explained that having submitted its case to the Government for having three unitary councils last week, Babergh did not expect a decision for six months. The Norfolk and Suffolk Mayoral election would go ahead next May. Residents and visitors to Lavenham could now hire E-bikes from the Cock Inn car park, off Church St. A grant for tackling social isolation during the colder winter months was available for the third year while the Solar Together Suffolk scheme was now open for registration. Regarding the proposed Boxted solar farm, Cllr. Plumb expected there to be a site visit involving around 16 people from the planning committee relatively soon. Cllr. Holt had Locality Grant money available of £250-£500 that must be applied for before January 10th. The Clerk had forwarded details to Karen Knight. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
Nothing to discuss

Planning Applications and Planning Matters

DC/25/03250 and 03250 – Green Farm House, The Green 
Cllrs. had no objection to the listed building application for the erection of a single storey rear porch extension (existing single storey rear porch to be removed).
DC/25/0397/TCA – Oak Barn, Lawshall Road 
Cllrs. had no objection to the TCA to reduce the overall crown of one oak by 1.5m which will bring it back to its previous pruning points. 

Councillors were disappointed to see that the prior approval application DC/25/02278 – Cooks Farm, Lawshall Road for change of use of an agricultural building to dwelling houses (C3) and for building operations reasonably and necessary for the conversion had been granted. Clerk to write and point out that the PC had previously commented that it felt the building was too young to qualify for Class Q conversion into dwelling houses and that when the barn had first been built, the PC felt it was with conversion in mind. 

Action: Clerk to report decisions and make comments to Babergh Planning

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Sep) £518.12; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Sep) £125.26; Clerk’s exes (Sep) £29.42; SALC (6 mths payroll) £54; PKF (Auditor fee) £252; Estacare (grass cutting) £1,290
Income: Precept £7,610, interest £135.66
It was proposed and seconded by Councillors that the invoices be paid and that the bank reconciliations for August and September were correct. The Clerk had published the Notice of Conclusion of Audit and the External Auditor’s Report on the website before the September 30th deadline. There were no issues to report. Next year there would be a requirement to have an IT policy regarding compliance with GDPR, email management etc. The PC’s insurance had been renewed with Zurich before the Oct 5th renewal date. Regarding the cemetery bench, the Clerk asked for the PC to buy it directly and organise delivery to the village. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning.

Bank balance to end August 2025

	Balance in Current Account
	£4,234.46

	Savings account
	£40,870.99

	Total
	£45,105.45



Bank balance to end September 2025

	Balance in Current Account
	£2,963.44

	Savings account
	£48,480.99

	Total
	£51,444.43



Councillor resignation/co-option
It was with sadness that Cllr. Whiteman had resigned due to other personal commitments. She wished everyone well. The Clerk had alerted Babergh. As it hadn’t received a request for an election before September 26th the PC could now fill the vacancy by co-option. Beverley England had completed a co-option qualification form and unless any other candidates came forward before the next meeting, she would be co-opted onto the PC at the November meeting.  

Action: Clerk to prepare a new councillor folder and remove Sue Whiteman as a bank signatory.

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
Regarding a complaint about grave maintenance, Cllr. Walters had topped up the grave with soil and seeded it. Pest controller Adrian Southgate had checked the grave for vermin on numerous occasions and found nothing. Cllr. Morrison would review the PC’s cemetery fees and regulations and draw up a contract, which it was felt should be available on the website.

Action: Cllr. Morrison to review cemetery fees and regulations. Clerk to chase Richard Ince about upgrading his family’s grave.

Footpaths and Highways
The replacement of rusting non-mandatory signs was discussed. The path going up the hill out of Hartest towards BSE needed clearing as grass had grown over the path making it narrow and difficult to safely take a pushchair up. Clerk to investigate. The Row would be closed for repairs in preparation for surface dressing on October 13-14. Cllr. Price said it would be important to stress to Highways that the lines were repainted as agreed with no middle white line and lines on the road edges to give a narrowing effect. A 40mph zone had been agreed between Brockley and Hartest. 

Action: Clerk to contact Highways regarding resurfacing work on The Row. 

Mobile Phone Coverage
Cllr. Morrison would chase Vodafone and local MP James Cartlidge to set up a meeting to discuss poor mobile phone coverage in the village. 

Parking on The Row
Cllr. Price said SCC’s SID was due back in the village Oct 24-Nov 7. Hopefully then we would find where the post was on The Row. Clerk mentioned the ‘20s Plenty’ anti-speeding initiative. She had contacted PC Oliver Williams about parking difficulties on The Row, but hadn’t heard back.

Action: Clerk to buy 50 stickers (£90) and draft a letter to The Row residents about speeding and parking.

Correspondence 
None 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
None 



The meeting closed at 8pm






Signed………………………………Dated………………….



