Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday July 2nd at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
Will Luttman-Johnson
Nick Price
Neil Chappell
Colin Walters
							Ian Morrison
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp; District Cllr. Plumb; Parish Cllr. Whiteman

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on June 4th 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on June 4th 2025 
None

Public Forum
None 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated before the meeting)
The deadline for views on the future of vital local government services in Suffolk was July 25th. Only 1,300 submissions had been received so far. Babergh proposals should make it easier for owners of listed buildings to make windows more energy efficient. Next year Babergh would be celebrating the 250th year since the birth of John Constable. Six electric vehicles were now available to rent across Babergh and Mid Suffolk as part of the Plug in Suffolk Car Club. Cross-party councillors had unanimously condemned Government criticism of local planning authorities and attempts to ‘rob them’ of their democratic powers. Regarding new housing quotas, there would be a call for sites soon. Cllr. Holt would let us know when that would be. Because of the digital switchover, residents using telecare/medicare alarm services need to contact their landline provider for support. Free community fun days were taking place on Monday July 21 at Sudbury Belle Vue Park 10-2pm and Friday July 25th at Hadleigh Pool and Leisure Centre 10-2pm. Cllr. Holt had heard nothing about the proposed solar farm in Boxted. The ONS Scrutiny Committee were looking at how the housing team could support Alms houses as they were currently exempt from local authority investment. Cllr. Holt would let the PC know if this was something it could do for Somerton Alms Houses with its s.106 monies. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
Highlights included cabinet approval allocating £1.9m towards the cost of local government reorganisation and devolution and an £8m grant from the Department for Transport to improve bus services. 

Planning Applications and Planning Matters
Councillors had no objection to the TCA application DC/25/02692 for work on trees at the Crown Inn on The Green. They also did not object to application DC/25/02960 at 8 Green View for the erection of a garage conversion and driveway alterations/extension. 

Action: Clerk to report decisions. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (June) £547.32; Clerk’s tax HMRC (June) £1.80; Clerk’s exes (June) £37.28; Estacare grass cutting (Apr-Jul) £1,290
Income: £736.05 VAT refund; £139.79 interest
It was proposed by Cllr. Luttman-Johnson and seconded by Cllr. Price that the invoices be paid and that the bank reconciliation for June was correct. The Clerk had submitted the necessary annual accounts paperwork to PKF Littlejohn the external auditor by the June 30th deadline and had uploaded the necessary documents to the website. Geoff Knight had completed the Internal Audit without any queries. The period for the exercise of public rights would run from June 30th until August 8th. The PC should get a response from Babergh to its application to list the Crown Inn as an asset of community value before July 30th.

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning

Bank balance to end June 2024

	Balance in Current Account
	£6,007.66

	Savings account
	£40,870.99

	Total
	£46,878.65




Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
Clerk had investigated bench prices and found the most suitable to be around £400-£450. Cllr. Chappell would forward details of a bench he had bought for the cemetery from Suffolk Reclamation a few years ago. Clerk had chased Richard Ince about upgrading his family’s graves. 

Action: Cllr. Chappell to provide Clerk with bench details.

Footpaths and Highways
James Pickerin the footpath officer said that as some vegetation clearance and private access was needed, the planned upgrade for the footpath next to the pub would be in the autumn/winter time to avoid bird season and conflict with land management.

Mobile Phone Coverage
Cllr. Morrison was exploring a contact at Vodafone who he was hopeful would be able to help with the poor mobile phone signal in the village. He was also looking for a contact at EE and O2.

Tree Warden 
Peter Hutchings had asked if the ivy in two trees on The Green opposite Brook House could be removed. He had been in touch with John Kemp about potentially taking over as tree warden, but it appeared had not yet made a decision. 

Action: Clerk to ask John Kemp for advice. 

Speeding – SID Post 
Rules for SID post sitings had changed and could no longer be near lots of driveways. Cllr. Price had asked for Hartest to be added again to the SCC SID rota in order to establish which post on The Row SCC would use. 

Parking on The Row
Cllr. Price was trying to establish where the Highway boundary (roads/paths maintained by Suffolk Highways) was along The Row especially between Banham’s Yard and Bell House. This could cost around £65 + VAT. In response to Mr & Mrs Seago’s request for help with parking opposite their driveway Matthew Fox said there was little Highways could do to combat the issue. Highways did not usually support applications for enforceable parking restrictions like double yellow lines purely to stop nuisance or obstructive parking and suggested reporting the issue to Suffolk Police as rules of the Highway Code pertaining to parking were being broken. They could perhaps take action under the Road Traffic Act. Mr Fox considered Access Protection Markings (the white H bar) that are used to highlight the presence of driveways would be of limited use as they do not prevent vehicles parking directly opposite. 

Action: Clerk to forward Highways response to the Seagos and ask Highways if an H bar could be considered. 

Correspondence 
None

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Browning reminded councillors there was no meeting in August.

The meeting closed at 7.45pm







Signed………………………………Dated………………….



