Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday October 29th at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
Nick Price
Neil Chappell
Colin Walters
							Ian Morrison
		Members of the Public			Beverley England
							Chris Collins
							Simon Heathfield
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp, District Cllr. Holt

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on October 2nd 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on October 2nd 2025 
None

Co-option
Beverley England had confirmed her eligibility for the role of parish councillor and was welcomed on to the PC. The clerk gave her a folder with meeting and training dates, plus financial regulations, standing orders and code of conduct. She signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and would bring a completed Register of Members Interest form to the next meeting. 

Public Forum
None

District Councillors’ Report (October report already circulated)
Cllr. Plumb reported that the planning committee had voted to visit the proposed solar farm site in Boxted. No date had been set. His concerns would be access, connection to the grid, effect on the local transport infrastructure, mitigation issues about the site layout and the impact on Glem Valley and its uniqueness. He would look into the refusal by Claire Philpot of Hartest PC’s request to speak independently of other objectors at the committee meeting, as it was felt the solar farm would have a huge impact in the village. A precedent had been set in Shotley for neighbouring parishes to have their say. He urged councillors to send comments they wanted raised as he would have 5 minutes to speak. It was suggested the site meeting take place at Millers Cottage (looking down from Hartest into Boxted) as it gave the best view of the detrimental impact the solar farm would have. The public could attend site visits but could not ask questions. They could however direct visitors to areas they felt needed to be seen. 

Action: Clerk to forward Claire Philpot email to Cllr. Plumb.

County Councillor’s Report (October report already circulated)
Nothing to discuss

Planning Applications and Planning Matters

DC/25/04471 – The Limes, The Green
Councillors voted to support the listed building application to strengthen and repair rotten and leaning walls, with insulation and other internal repairs.

DC/25/04581 – Bell House, The Row
Councillors had no objection to the TCA to reduce the crown on one boiler maple sited 5m from the road. 

Action: Clerk to report decisions

Draft Neighbourhood Plan
The consultation on the submission draft of the NP had closed on October 10th. The final part of the process (regulation 16 consultation stage) was to respond to representations made. Ian Poole’s suggested PC responses had been circulated. Cllr. Morrison had been disappointed by Mr Poole’s suggestion that his and his neighbours’ request for another protected view from Smithbrook Lane should have been submitted before the Views Appraisal and that it would be for the Examiner to determine whether inclusion of the specified view was necessary to meet the Basic Conditions. Cllr. Price was concerned that any re-consultation to consider another view could potentially risk the NP not going through. He said views had been consulted on at least 6 times, it had taken 13 years to get the NP to this final stage and if it didn’t go through now, it probably wouldn’t as there was no longer any Government support for them. Agreed Clerk to ask Ian Poole to add that the PC would have no objection to the view’s inclusion as long as it did not risk holding up the process. 

Action: Clerk to report back to Ian Poole

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Oct) £625.79; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Oct) £58; Clerk’s exes (Oct) £34.24; Di Rix (wheelie bin stickers) £90; Contact Magazine (annual subs) £48; CAS (website hosting) £66; Hartest Institute (hall hire) £24. Cllr. Price had already been reimbursed £264.99 for a bench. There was no bank reconciliation for October. It was proposed and seconded by councillors that the invoices be paid. The Clerk presented mandate forms to remove Jo Pask and Sue Whiteman as bank signatories. She would get forms to add Cllr. England and Cllr. Walters. The Clerk circulated a budget and notes on the 26/27 Precept for councillors to consider ahead of the December meeting. A decision didn’t need to be made until the January meeting. She suggested a 4% increase to £15,828, in line with inflation, a rise of £608. The only significant expenditure she foresaw was £3,000 promised to Karen Knight’s Village Community Project, possible costs associated with a SID (which would come out of Cllr. Kemp’s budget) and the possible purchase of white gates. The cost of tidying up the Ince graves could also fall to the PC. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning and organise bank mandate forms for Cllrs. England and Walters.


Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
Cllr. Morrison circulated work he had done on the cemetery regulations and fees to make them more consistent and manage the PC’s risk. Agreed that anyone digging the grave must be approved and provide a Risk Assessment Method Statement (RAMS) before starting the work. Agreed the PC would remove the ability to reserve a plot. In future, plots must be bought. The burial fee for plots already reserved would be £150. Agreed to make the scale of fees for children - irrespective of age at death - £150. Reopening an existing burial plot - where a double depth grave had been purchased - would now cost £330, the same as an original burial. Cllr. Morrison had also drawn up a Deed of Grant, a contract between the PC and purchaser detailing their rights in relation to the plot. Suggested the term would be for 100 years. Agreed that the Clerk would have the authority to act on the PC’s behalf. 
Cllr. Price was thanked for putting together and positioning a new bench in the new part of the cemetery. Regarding stone work needed by the phone box on the Green, Brian Carr had quoted £225. Cllr. Chappell had spoken to Phil Goode. Clerk to ask him to quote for the job. 

Action: Clerk to chase Richard Ince about upgrading his family’s grave. Clerk to ask Estacare to strim around the phone box and Phil Goode for a quote. 

Footpaths and Highways
Clerk to contact Mark Lebbon about clearing the growth on the path going up Brockley Road hill. The Clerk had purchased 50 ‘20s Plenty’ wheelie bin stickers for £90. She would deliver a letter – regarding speeding and parking - and a sticker to all residents on The Row. The SCC’s ANPR camera should have been in the village from Oct 24th to Nov 7th. Noone had seen it. Cllr. Price to chase. Work by City Fibre in the village was discussed. 

Action: Clerk to deliver letters to residents and contact Mark Lebbon. Cllr. Price to chase Jon Shaw re: the ANPR. 

Poor Mobile Phone Coverage
Cllr. Morrison had set up a meeting with Vodafone – whose plans for the village looked very promising - and local MP James Cartlidge in early December. Chris Collins was invited to attend. Cllr. Morrison would ask the man from Vodafone who his counterparts were at the other phone companies. 

Correspondence 
It was noted that Babergh was inviting site submissions ‘Call for Sites’ for a variety of land uses for consideration for future development before January 9th. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Morrison suggested that on the PC’s page in Contact Magazine each month projects that the PC highlighted things that they were working on, like improving mobile phone coverage, mending steps by the phone box etc.  

The meeting closed at 8.30pm






Signed………………………………Dated………………….



