Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday December 3rd at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Will Luttman-Johnson (chair)
Nick Price
Neil Chappell
							Ian Morrison
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp, District Cllrs. Holt and Plumb, Cllr. Browning, England and Walters

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on October 29th 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on October 29th 2025 
None

Public Forum
None

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson highlighted a few items. A ground-breaking Babergh initiative would help Grade 11 listed homeowners make their homes energy efficient, while landowners, developers, residents and businesses were being invited to submit locations which could be considered for planned future development. Councillors discussed the news that next year’s mayoral elections for Suffolk and Norfolk had been postponed until 2028. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Highlights included a consultation, available until January 11th, on the two proposals submitted for reorganisation in Suffolk. SCC was under huge financial pressure. For 25-26 the council is predicting an overspend of £20.8m, an increase of £7.8m. Council reserves were expected to reduce by £37m which was ‘worrying and unsustainable.’ Councillors discussed the need for the PC to have an Emergency Plan and potentially a Welcome Pack. 

Action: Clerk to bring an Emergency Plan template to the January meeting and a Welcome Pack for discussion at the next meeting. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Nov) £514.36; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Nov) £54; Clerk’s exes (Nov) £54.88; Philip Goode (phone box steps) £121.20; Community Heart Beat (defib pads) £171.54, The Institute (Hall Hire) £48; Indigo Ross (parish walk leaflets) £660. 
CIL contribution for the leaflets discussed. Cllrs. agreed to pay the whole bill. 
It was proposed and seconded by councillors that the bank reconciliations for October and November were correct and that the invoices be paid. Cllrs. Chappell and Luttman-Johnson did not want to be bank signatories, while Cllr. Morrison saw no reason why he should not be one. The Precept was discussed. As the estimated tax base would be lower (due to more discounts, exemptions, low-income households etc.) for 26/27 - 246.42 as opposed to 253.74 for the current year - if the PC asked for the same £15,220 Precept as last year it would mean a 2.97% rise to £61.76 for the average Band D council tax payer. If the PC asked for a 3.6% inflationary rise to £15,767 that would create a rise of 6.67% for Band D council taxpayers of £4 to £63.98. Future possible financial commitments were discussed. A final decision would be made at the January meeting.  

Action: Clerk to bring mandate change forms for Cllrs. England, Morrison and Walters to the Jan meeting and send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning. Clerk to organise for a PDF copy of the walks leaflet to be put on the website.

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
Cllr. Morrison was thanked for all of his work on the cemetery regs and fees which had been circulated ahead of the meeting. Clerk to upload them to the website. Jo Pask had not yet commented on them. Work on the steps by the phone box had been completed. The Clerk would contact Mr Ince about upgrading his family’s graves again. She would forward the latest regulations saying that unsafe headstones would be respectfully laid down.

Action: Clerk to chase Richard Ince about upgrading his family’s grave.

Footpaths and Highways
Councillors agreed to Mark Lebbon’s quote to clear the path coming down Brockley Road for £250-£300. 
The Clerk had delivered 50 ‘20s plenty’ bin stickers with letters to residents on The Row. She had had one response asking if the PC could disseminate the speeding concerns beyond the village. 
James Pickerin, SCC’s footpath officer, said work was underway on upgrading the circular path next to the pub. They would be relaying the gravel section from the pub making it more accessible for wheelchairs, prams and dogs.   

Action: Clerk to contact Mark Lebbon.  

Speeding
As the position of the speed camera had been identified on The Row, the Clerk would ask Matthew Fox about providing a permanent extension post for The Row and Cllr. Kemp about buying a SID. 

Action: Clerk to contact Matthew Fox and Cllr. Kemp

Poor Mobile Phone Coverage
Cllr. Morrison would be meeting with Vodafone and local MP James Cartlidge tomorrow. Cllr. Chappell also hoped to attend. A complaint had been made about two green cabinets installed on The Green. Clerk to contact the Senior Network Coordinator in Network Assurance at SCC Highways and ask why the PC, which owns The Green, had not been consulted before they had been installed. 

Action: Clerk to contact Network Assurance re: green boxes. 


Planning Applications and Planning Matters
DC/25/03726 – Hop Hall, Somerton Road
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/04860 was refused because the condition regarding biodiversity net gains had not been met.
DC/25/05152 – 6 Green View
Councillors had no objection to the retrospective application for change of use of meadowland to residential curtilage incorporating a parking area with associated engineering and landscaping works.
DC/23/05127 – Land West of Boxted, proposed solar farm.
There had been a site meeting for the proposed solar farm the previous Wednesday which parish councillors had not been made aware of. District Cllr. Plumb had attended and ensured that the Babergh planning committee appreciated the Glem Valley setting, that highway access difficulties were understood, how the grid connection would be made and mitigation issues, such as how biodiversity issues would be tackled. A committee meeting had not yet been set. The PC had not been granted a slot to speak at that meeting and would have to ask to share a 3-minute slot with others against the farm. The PC had until December 10th to submit its comments. All agreed the document submitted by Save the Glem Valley Group written by Tony Vivian was excellent. Cllr. Price felt the PC’s response should focus on Highways. The preferred route (The A14 was nearer to the north of the site) for traffic to the site was to come from the south, so not through Hartest, but could this be enforced? Afterall the A14 was nearer to the north of the site. It had been estimated that up to 40 lorries a day could be involved in developing the site. This was phenomenal and would hugely impact Hartest residents. The B1066 had buildings that leaned into it and a tree on the Sudbury side of Boxted stuck dangerously into the road and was just not suitable for such traffic. Cllr. Price said this would be our community’s Sizewell and would probably take well over a year to complete. 
From a landscape point of view 80 acres would impact one of the largest and most important houses in the area. It was on a medieval deer park, land that the Joint Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council Landscape Guidance 2015 described as “predominantly an area of ‘ancient enclosure’ with irregular field patterns, bounded by large, established hedges. The area had retained its historic character and development had been effectively managed.” Its objectives in that guidance were to “reinforce and enhance the rural, quiet ambience of the area” and “retain and enhance the landscape and settlement character.” How could an 80-acre solar farm do that? This document was currently in play and should surely be a driver of Babergh’s current planning decisions. If it didn’t it would set a very sad precedent.
Cllr. Morrison said the PC must push for archaeological trenching which even SCC’s own archaeologist Hannah Cutler had recommended in February this year. She had said “given the high potential, lack of previous investigation and large size of the proposed development that the applicant should be required to provide an archaeological evaluation of the site before the determination of any planning application was submitted for this site to allow for the preservation in situ of any sites of national importance that might be defined here.” She recommended trial trenching and the PC felt this was an absolute requirement and should already have happened. Cllr. Morrison also felt that a condition of an application such as this should insist on a financial bond being put in place to ensure that in 40 years when such solar farms are decommissioned, they are dealt with properly. 
The Clerk would share a response with councillors before submitting it to Babergh planning and include a critique of the agent’s letter that Cllr. Morrison was working on and a transport document Cllr. Price had sent her. 
 
Action: Clerk to report decisions. 
 
Correspondence 
A resident on The Row had been told by SCC to contact the PC about replacing bollards that were in poor condition outside his house. Ewan Donald had ordered a Xmas tree for The Green. The PCC had invited members of the PC to a ‘thank you’ party after the Dec 7th service. 

Action: Clerk to contact Highways re: bollards.

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business

The meeting closed at 9pm






Signed………………………………Dated………………….



