Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday September 3rd at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
Will Luttman-Johnson
Nick Price
Neil Chappell
Colin Walters
							Ian Morrison
		County Councillor			Richard Kemp
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
Members of the Public			Dan Seago, Simon Heathfield 
Kevin Winterbone
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllr. Whiteman 

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on July 2nd 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on July 2nd 2025 
None

Public Forum
Mr Seago and Heathfield both discussed property access problems due to cars parking opposite their driveways. It was not necessarily the same offending parker. There were 4 spaces outside the bungalows two of which were often taken up with cars that had off-street parking. Because of the parking, overtaking traffic had to come on the opposite side of the road where there were no footways for walkers, making it dangerous. Numerous incidents when cars and buses etc. had blocked the road were discussed. The Clerk reminded everyone that Highways had said access protection markings could be applied for by the owner of a property (£115 fee than £170 to install) but it was rare they allowed them to combat nuisance/obstructive parking from neighbouring properties. Highways had also mentioned SCC’s Vehicle Permits Team (part of the Safety and Speed Team) and suggested the Seagos and others make a case with lots of photo evidence. Cllr. Kemp would contact the local policeman PC Coughlin and ask for a site visit saying that when vehicles were parked on The Row they caused an obstruction to traffic and were dangerous. The Clerk had reported 4 boulders on The Row which took up valuable parking space. Regarding speeding, Mr Heathfield described a few near misses with speeding drivers. Cllr. Price would chase Highways regarding a post for a speed camera but the PC was waiting on SCC’s camera to arrive as there hadn’t been a post on The Row for some time and the PC wanted to see where they put the camera. Criteria appeared to have changed for a new post. There were now too many driveways. 

Action: Clerk to write something for Contact magazine asking residents to be considerate when parking. Cllr. Price to chase SCC about camera post. 

Mr Winterbone raised the issue of the state of the new cemetery and more especially cracks around his wife’s grave which went as deep as two feet. There appeared not to have been any maintenance of the graves and the ground was still too unstable for a headstone a year after her death. Agreed the exceptionally dry weather on disturbed former farmland was to blame. Metal stakes marking out the graves were also a hazard. Cllr. Walters would remove the stakes and take some soil to fill in the cracks. 

Action: Cllr. Walters to remove stakes and fill cracks around Marie Winterbone’s grave.

District Councillors’ Report (circulated before the meeting)
Babergh had given the green light to progress plans for three new unitary councils as part of the local Government shake-up. A mayor would be elected next year. Tim Passmore, the police and crime commissioner had put his name forward. Three new electrical recycling sites had been set up. Regarding the proposed solar farm, the planning officer was due to write up his report soon. 

Action: Clerk to ask Cllr. Holt if the ONS Scrutiny Committee had discussed the use of s.106 monies on upgrading alms houses. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
Cllr. Kemp was trying to make it easier for communities to obtain a 20mph limit where there was clear support for it. Data showed that lower speed limits significantly reduced accidents, deaths and serious injuries with no impact on journey times. He urged the PC to pursue it for The Row if interested. https://www.20splenty.org/parish_council_motion though he had had no success in Long Melford. Cllr. Kemp had tried - without success from enforcement - to help the resident who complained of unfinished works/eyesore at Ballingdons Yard (agenda item 15).  He reiterated that he would be happy to help fund a SID in the village and suggested white gates could help reduce speeding.

Planning Applications and Planning Matters
DC/25/02915 – The Limes, The Green
Listed building consent sought for underpinning to front left hand side and return. The wall/foundation has settled due to leaking rain water pipes
DC/25/03251 – Green Farm House, The Green
Listed building consent sought for erection of single storey rear porch extension (after removal of current) together with minor alterations to existing outbuilding. 
The PC had missed the deadline to comment on both applications but did not consider them contentious.
DC/25/02960 – 8 Green View
The erection of garage conversion and driveway alterations/extension had been granted.

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (July) £531.72; Clerk’s tax HMRC (July) £17.40; Clerk’s exes (July) £30.62; Clerk’s fees (August) £531.72; Clerk’s tax (August) £17.40; Clerk’s exes (August) £30.62; Babergh litter bin emptying £199.20; Institute Hall Hire £48.
Income: McIntyre Burial fee £105
It was proposed and seconded by Councillors that the invoices be paid and that the bank reconciliation for July was correct. NALC encouraged all PC’s to approve the recommended new pay award for Clerk’s backdated to April 1st. Councillors agreed a 69p an hour pay rise backdated to April 1st. The Clerk asked for the October 1st meeting date to move to October 2nd and the November 5th date to move back to October 29th. All agreed. The Institute had already confirmed availability of the hall. She circulated next year’s meeting dates. Shopping around for insurance quotes (renewal date October 5th) neither Clear Councils (Ecclesiastical Insurance) nor Parish & Town Council’s Insurance (part of CAS) said they could compete with the renewal quote from Zurich of £363, the same as last year. Cllrs. voted to accept the renewal. Ralph Carpenter asked if the PC would purchase a ‘For Hire’ sign so that £84 of VAT could be reclaimed and then the Institute would reimburse it.   

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning. Clerk to let SALC know of agreed pay rise, renew insurance with Zurich and let Ralph Carpenter know that the PC couldn’t pay the Institute’s VAT.

Bank balance to end July 2025

	Balance in Current Account
	£4,234.46

	Savings account
	£40,870.99

	Total
	£45,105.45




Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
The PC had been successful in its application to relist the Crown Pub as an asset of community value until 2030. Cllr. Chappell had provided details of a bench which matched another in the cemetery. This was treated soft wood. A two-seater from Robert Dyas cost £259.99. Councillors agreed to purchase that for the new part of the cemetery. The ashes of Maureen McIntyre had been buried with her parents on August 21st. Her son sought approval for a headstone. Councillors approved it. There was further discussion on what happens when newly consecrated ground was used. Cllr. Walters said there was a lot of ragwort in the cemetery. Cllr. Chappell confirmed it had recently been cut. 
Steps had been run over and broken by the phone box. Cllr. Walters to contact an odd job man. Clerk had put six copies of the Neighbourhood Plan consultation in the church (with Rev. Styles and Karen Knight’s permission). She had chased the Ince family again about making safe their family graves but had had no response. 

Action: Clerk to buy bench and tell David McIntyre to go ahead with his headstone request. Clerk to find out what larger cemeteries do on newly consecrated ground. Cllr. Walters to contact an odd job man. 

Footpaths and Highways
John Kemp had kindly agreed to remain as tree warden until a replacement could be found. 

Mobile Phone Coverage
Cllr. Morrison said Vodafone had offered to have a meeting with the PC and MP James Cartlidge to discuss improvements to the 4G coverage in Hartest and deployment of 5G. He would set that up and try and source the right people in other mobile phone companies and get them all on board.  

Speeding 
Cllr. Chappell had spoken to a few young men who he’d seen speeding on electric off-road vehicles at 40mph on The Row pavement. 


Parking on The Row
See public forum

Ballingdon’s Yard
Cllr. Kemp had had no success chasing SCC enforcement on the complainant’s behalf. The PC felt it was not something they could tackle other than recommend environmental health. 

Phone Box 
A resident had suggested a book swap in the phone box. Agreed this would not be possible as it was still a working phone and so the box was still owned by BT.

Correspondence 
Babergh Joint Area Forum on September 30th 7pm.

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson would chair the October 2nd meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm







Signed………………………………Dated………………….




