Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday February 4th at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Will Luttman-Johnson (chair)
Nick Price					Colin Walters		
Ian Morrison
							Beverley England
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
Members of the Public			Anne and Simon Heathfield
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp, District Cllr. Holt; Cllrs. Browning and Chappell

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on January 7th 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on January 7th 2025 
None

Public Forum
Anne Heathfield talked about the nightmare she experienced trying to leave her drive on The Row because of inconsiderate parking opposite, especially by people who had driveways but chose instead to park in the layby on the road. People seemed unprepared to park where the road was wider. Agreed the Clerk should ask the Housing Officer at Babergh to approach the offending Council tenants on the PC’s behalf. The Clerk had put in a Freedom of Information request to the Police about a car accident which happened on Dec 4th. Hopefully the crash details might force Highways to act in some way. She would also ask for the SCC’s SID data as it had been on The Row on a few occasions recently. Clerk to buy 10 repeater 30mph stickers and to put a note in Contact magazine that if any residents on The Row would like more 20’s Plenty bin stickers to get in touch. 

Action: Clerk to contact Housing Officer, SCC re: SID data, chase the Police about her FOI request. Cllr. Morrison to ensure a message goes out in Contact magazine re: bin stickers. Clerk to buy 10 30mph repeater stickers. 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
With local and mayoral elections postponed it meant the usual four-year term could possibly extend to seven years for county councillors which was difficult for those wanting to retire. Residents could now borrow a thermal camera from their local library to find out how in/efficient their homes were. Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils were backing Ipswich’s bid to become City of Culture 2029. Cllr. Plumb said planning officers were awaiting the decision of an appeal at the Bentley solar farm before deciding on the proposed one on land West of Boxted. He expected that to take at least six months possibly more. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
SCC was planning to raise council tax by 4.99%. The 2026-27 budget was forecast to overspend by £5.9m. The council would have to draw on reserves to balance its books. Cost pressures included care purchasing in adult social care, high-cost social care placements for children and young people and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). The Government had recently released RAG (red, amber, green) ratings for each county based on how effectively they used the government’s highways maintenance funding. Suffolk’s road maintenance was rated as Red, the worst category. A new 20mph speed limit policy was approved with the aim of making the process for communities to apply for a 20mph speed limit easier and more streamlined. Any application in an area where recorded average traffic speeds were 28mph and under was likely to be approved by SCC. However, it would need to have received majority community support which could prove onerous. 

Planning and Planning Matters
Cllrs. Price and England had attended a site meeting for the proposed solar farm at Boxted with James Cartlidge who had said he didn’t feel intervening at the planning stage was very helpful. If it went to appeal, he would be keener to get involved then. He advised Councillors not to be shy about canvassing planning committee members at Babergh. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Jan) £514.36; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Jan) £54; Clerk’s exes (Jan) £34.24; Estacare (grass cutting) £1,290; Ewan Donald (xmas tree) £264, Mark Lebbon (path clearing) £60. It was proposed by Cllr. Luttman-Johnson and seconded by Cllr. Morrison that the bank reconciliation for January was correct and that the invoices be paid. The Clerk handed out bank signatory forms to Cllrs. England and Walters. She had submitted the Precept for £15,600. Rosie Nugent had declined the offer to speak at the APM on April 17th. Cllr. Price would ask James Long if he would speak about wine. She confirmed the March meeting would now be on Thursday 5th. The Clerk to speak to One Suffolk about helping with the website’s PC page.

Bank balance to end January 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£7,024.69

	Savings account
	£38,480.99

	Total
	£45,505.68




Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning. Clerk to resend a signatory form to Cllr. Morrison. Clerk to speak to One Suffolk about the PC’s web page. 

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
As advised by councillors (via email) the Clerk had not signed the Wayleave Agreement from UpConnect which represented City Fibre which had installed two green cabinets on The Green. It claimed Land Registry had The Green as unregistered. Jo Pask had advised that the Phone Box was a listed building but had no knowledge as to whether The Green was listed as owned by the PC. Clerk to check with SCC’s Commons Registration Authority that The Green is registered and SALC for advice re: ownership. There was a Register of Greens in Constantine House in Ipswich. 

Action: Clerk to contact SALC for advice on registering The Green with Land Registry

Footpaths and Highways
The Clerk had photographed the bollards outside Well House and circulated it. Highways didn’t have funding to upgrade them and the PC would have to get a Street Furniture Licence and pay for an approved installer to put in new ones. Tim Brown said he would check to see if the bollards were within his boundary and if so, he would remove them and replace them with tree stumps/boulders. Mark Lebbon had completed clearing the paths on both sides of Bury Road. As a result, the PC had received a number of thank yous from appreciative Cross Green residents. 

Speeding
The Clerk had delivered letters to four residents on The Row asking for permission to install a SID and one to the Bottomley’s at the Brockley end of the village. She had only had one response from Row residents. It was positive. Councillors helped her complete a site suitability check. She would submit the forms to SCC.

Action: Clerk to submit site suitability form to SCC with residents’ letters. 

Neighbourhood Plan
Babergh had now published its Reg 18 Decision Statement which confirmed acceptance of all of the proposed modifications set out in the Examiner’s Report on the NP. It also instructed the PC to make those changes. On completion of this it would then take the Hartest NP to a local referendum which was expected to be around Easter. Cllr. Price confirmed that Ralph Carpenter would carry out the updates required on the NP page of the Hartest website. 

Correspondence 
On behalf of Hartest & District Gardening Club Committee, Kit Morrison had asked if the PC would consider supporting investment in a new marquee as their current one had been decaying for some time. A replacement was expected to cost £700-£900. Cllr. Price suggested it would make sense for the Institute to own it, as it could then rent it out and had somewhere to store it, but that the PC might make a small contribution. 

Action: Clerk to respond to Mrs Morrison.

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business

The meeting closed at 8.30pm.






Signed………………………………Dated………………….





