


Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday June 4th at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
Will Luttman-Johnson
Nick Price
		Members of the Public 			Ian Morrison
							Mr & Mrs Seago
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp; District Cllrs. Plumb and Holt; Cllrs. Whiteman and Walters

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on May 7th 2024
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on May 7th 2024 
None

Co-Option of a Councillor
The Clerk had circulated information about Ian Morrison ahead of the meeting and confirmed that he was eligible to join the PC. Cllr. Browning welcomed him and he joined the meeting. The Clerk handed him a file with the PC’s Financial Regulations, Standing Orders etc. plus meeting and training dates. He signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and would complete a Register of Members’ Interests form before the next meeting.

Action: Clerk to notify Babergh Election team that the co-option had taken place

Public Forum (Cllr. Browning brought forward agenda item 16) 
Mr & Mrs Seago (Brookside Cottage on The Row) said that at least two - often four – cars parked opposite their drive entrance which meant they struggled to get out of their drive. They felt the verge opposite had been gouged out deliberately ‘overnight’ to make room for the cars. Often, they had to leave their drive in the opposite direction to that in which they wanted to travel. Some residents parked on the road rather than in their drives. There was no footpath and because of speeding traffic it was dangerous walking their dog. Cllr. Price explained that Highways had done a site visit to The Row last year after complaints about verge erosion but said it did not meet their intervention criteria. Cllr. Browning wondered whether a white line could be painted to deter parking. 

Action: Clerk to contact Highways again with photo evidence and ask for another site meeting. Cllr. Price to do a Highway search to discover which bit of the road Highways is responsible for. 


District Councillors’ Report (circulated before the meeting)
Highlights included a new survey in Suffolk’s five districts asking for residents’ views on the future of vital government services. Families with children born in 2025 can apply for a free tree to mark the birth. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
Highlights included the approval of a new five-year Care Market Strategy. Cabinet agreed that SCC should oppose the NSIP creating an undersea link between Kent and Suffolk making landfall near Thorpeness and including a converter station at Saxmundham. A consultation has launched on developer infrastructure contributions. 

Planning Applications and Planning Matters
The application DC/25/02278 at Cooks Farm, Lawshall Road to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed change of use from agricultural buildings to dwelling houses (C3) was discussed. Agreed no comments to be made.

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (May) £547.32; Clerk’s tax HMRC (May) £1.80; Clerk’s exes (May) £29.43; Hall Hire £72
Income: £105 ashes burial fee for Redford.
The Clerk had resubmitted a VAT reclaim form for £732.
It was proposed by Cllr. Luttman-Johnson and seconded by Cllr. Price that the invoices be paid and that the bank reconciliation for May was correct. The Clerk had circulated updated Model Financial Regulations and Model Standing Orders. Cllrs. voted to adopt them. 
The Clerk had circulated the annual accounts ahead of the meeting. The PC had had income of over £35,000 in 2024-25 and could not therefore declare itself exempt from a limited assurance review. Cllr. Browning read out Section 1, The Annual Governance Statement. Cllrs. approved the statement which was then signed by Cllr. Browning and the Clerk. He then read out Section 2 the Annual Accounting Statement. Cllrs. approved the statement which was then signed by Cllr. Browning and the Clerk. Cllr. Morrison questioned how the accounts balanced as they appeared not to include fixed assets. The Clerk would ask Geoff Knight for his opinion. He would internally audit the accounts on his return from holiday on June 12th. The deadline for submission was July 1st. The Exercise for the period of public rights would run from June 30th until August 1st
The Clerk had advertised for a tree warden and history recorder. She would ask John Kemp if he knew of anyone. 

Action: Clerk to deliver accounts to Geoff Knight for internal audit and then submit the AGAR to the external auditor before the July 1 deadline. She would ensure necessary documentation was published on the website. Clerk to send invoices to Cllrs. Price and Browning for payment.

Bank balance to end May 2024

	Balance in Current Account
	£5,782.37

	Savings account
	£40,870.99

	Total
	£46,653.36




Asset of Community Value Listing
The Clerk had submitted an application for relisting The Crown Pub as an asset of community value. She had not sent the Land Registry Title Deeds.
Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
Karen Knight wanted to thank the PC for appointing Estacare as the grass cutting contractors. Their work had received numerous compliments. Ashes of the late Christine Redford had been buried with her mother. Mr Ince needed to speak again to the contractor he had appointed to work on his family’s graves. Cllrs. agreed that the village fete could take place on the Green on August 25th 1-5pm. The Clerk to explore bench prices. 

Action: Clerk to explore wooden bench prices

Footpaths and Highways
Clerk to check with James Pickerin when the work on the footpath by the pub was being upgraded. 

Action: Clerk to contact the footpath officer. 

Shared Rural Network
Cllr. Browning had forwarded information about Shared Rural Network to the Clerk who had let them know that the Church tower was available if they wanted to put a mobile aerial on it to improve the mobile coverage in Hartest. They had responded negatively. And there were no longer grants available for these. Cllr. Browning said that increasingly residents would have to get used to using broadband/wi-fi calling, as he felt there was little more the PC could usefully do. Mobile coverage was definitely improving and emergency call buttons did not have to work with mobile phones. For years they worked from land lines and now they worked on wi-fi.

Speeding 
Cllr. Price had asked SCC to put Hartest back on the rota for the SID and in so doing we would establish where the post on The Row is. SCC thought we had stopped getting the SID in the village because we had bought our own machine. 

Parking on The Row
See public forum

Correspondence 
SALC would be hosting Babergh’s Area Forum online on June 24th at 7pm. The Town and Parish Forum was on June 5th 2-4pm at the Guildhall, Hadleigh. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Browning apologised he would miss the July 2nd meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm







Signed………………………………Dated………………….






