Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday March 5th at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
							Will Luttman-Johnson 
Nick Price
							Colin Walters
							Sue Whiteman
							Neil Chappell
		District Councillors			Stephen Plumb
							Michael Holt
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on February 5th 2024
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on February 5th 2024 
None

Public Forum
None

District Councillors’ Report (circulated before the meeting)
Babergh District Council was having to review its Local Plan as the number of houses required to be built each year had risen from 416 to 775, a rise of 86%. Cllr. Plumb urged the parish to complete its Neighbourhood Plan quickly, otherwise he said it could be a free for all from May. Cllr. Price to notify Ralph Carpenter. Cllr. Holt urged councillors to attend the online parish liaison meetings regarding the Local Plan (next one March 21st). Babergh acknowledged that NPs would become more important in restricting, controlling and influencing how individual parishes were developed in future. Babergh had completely scrapped its old Local Plan which might mean a few tweaks would be necessary for Hartest’s NP. Regarding Devolution, SCC had asked for one unitary council for Suffolk. Babergh Mid Suffolk would prefer two or three unitary councils. By September it would have to come up with a good business case for what they wanted and why. The vote would be on March 20th with a final submission in September after which the Government would decide. A Mayor - elected on May 26th to cover both Norfolk and Suffolk – would be responsible for the unitary councils. Essex, West and East Sussex, Cumbria and Cheshire were doing the same thing. Unitary Councils should represent a minimum of 1 million people. In Suffolk there are 750,000 people, in Norfolk 900,000. The Mayor must have a vision until 2045. In that time, the population is expected to rise by 150,000 in Suffolk. Existing local plans within Babergh would still be valid. Unitaries would be in charge of their own existence and structure, while the Mayor would be more involved in strategic decision making for things like transport and housing. While unitary councils are being established the district councils would have to remain in place. Cllr. Luttman-Johnson asked whether parishes would amalgamate? Currently it is proposed that each unitary Cllr would look after at least 4,900 electors. Currently in Richard Kemp’s county division there are 9,500 electors. So, Cllr. Holt believed there should be at least two unitary councils looking after those interests. If only one unitary council parish councils could be left with more responsibility which they may not want. There were no plans to give Parish Councils more powers. Cllr. Holt said the NP was the most important document a Parish Council could make. 

Action: Cllr. Price to let Ralph Carpenter know of the urgency to complete the NP. Clerk to circulate details of the next parish liaison meeting

County Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
Nothing to discuss

Planning Applications and Planning Matters
DC/23/05127 – Land west of Boxted re-consultation of proposed solar farm.
Cllr. Browning was concerned that the number of objections on the planning portal was far fewer than first time round. Cllr. Holt said the original objections would still count. A solar farm at Bentley near East Bergholt was recently refused on heritage and landscape terms. Cllr. Price was appalled by the perfunctory response of the developers given the document responding to over 270 comments was only 3 pages long. He considered it disrespectful. Neither flood, fire, archaeology nor ecology concerns had been addressed. He said the developers’ argument that sustainability negated every other argument was poor. There would be a third public consultation in May. Cllr. Price urged Babergh planners to do a site visit. Cllrs. Holt and Plumb confirmed it would be ‘called in’. 

DC/25/00825 – 6 Green View
Councillors had no objection to the TCA for a silver maple crown reduction. Shortening branches in length by 2-2.5m and crown lift to 2m above ground level.

Action: Clerk to share a response to the Solar Farm application with Cllr. Browning before submitting to Babergh planning. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Feb) £544.92; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Feb) £4.20; Clerk’s exes (Feb) £28.23; Geoxphere Ltd Parish mapping (to Dec 23) £54
Ratification of payments: Geoxphere (to Dec 24) £54; Paul Williamson (Xmas tree) £276

Bank balance to end February 2024

	Balance in Current Account
	£8,085.48

	Savings account
	£38,260.99

	Total
	£46,346.47

	CIL Funds
	£0




It was proposed by Cllr. Walters and seconded by Cllr. Whiteman that the ratification of payments was correct, that the current invoices be paid and the bank reconciliation for February was correct. The Clerk had had no response to her letter asking those responsible for clearing Pat Lamb’s house to contact her. SALC had not been aware she had died. Cllr. Browning would try and contact a neighbour if he was in Norton on Saturday. Website hosting costs were to rise by £6 to £66 from April 1st. Clerk to submit both the CIL and Groundworks end of year reports by March 31st and return any unused grant. She would ask Geoff Knight if he would kindly internally audit the PC’s accounts again this year. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Browning and Price. Clerk to contact Geoff Knight and submit end of year grant reports. 

Green, Cemetery and Churchyard
The Clerk had met with Richard Ince and his sister Rosy on Feb 28th in Hartest cemetery. He would be on holiday until the end of March but would contact a Bramm registered stone mason to make safe his family’s graves on his return. 

Footpaths and Highways
The Clerk had circulated an email from John Kemp regarding the decision by the Woodland Trust to close down the Hartest Wood woodland working group after 25 years. There was still a lack of clarity concerning the sculpture in the wood. Gavin Tattersall had taken over as the Trust’s contact in the village. Mr Kemp had notified the Trust that a local farmer had been paid in advance to trim the hedge on the roadside section of the Wood for the next two years, but that the Trust would have to continue that arrangement or make other plans. He said that because volunteers - who had for years cut the paths in the wood - had refused to go on a course to get a ‘certificate of competence’, last year the Woodland Trust had brought in contractors to do the job. He had not had a response to his email but felt the Wood was in safe hands and that if there were any concerns about it they would be able to influence the Trust.  

Annual Parish Meeting April 25th 
John Kemp had agreed to speak at the APM on April 25th. The Clerk would contact other village groups for reports. She would put an ad in the Contact Magazine and on the website. She would provide wine and nibbles and hire glasses. 

Action: Clerk to put an ad in Contact Magazine and prep for the APM

Speeding 
Cllr. Price had circulated a map of where a Speed Indicator Device post could be sited. One was already in situ at the north of the village. He would contact residents next to the site he proposed (by the footpath on The Row) but was a little concerned by an overhanging hedge. It was where a previous post had been. Clerk to provide Cllr. Price with a checklist.  

Action:  Clerk to provide Cllr. Price with a checklist. 

Correspondence 
There would be a reopening of the Institute party on March 16th 3-6pm. Babergh Area Forum April 1st (Zoom). Clerk to circulate details of the next Parish Liaison meeting. 

Action: Clerk to circulate details of next parish liaison meeting.

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Price said that there would be a whole village referendum before the parish Neighbourhood Plan could be ratified. Clerk would speak to Cllr. Pask about attendance.  Cllrs. Browning and Whiteman apologised but they would not be at the April 2nd meeting. 

The meeting closed at 7.55 pm







Signed………………………………Dated………………….




