Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday March 5th at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning (chair) 
Will Luttman-Johnson
Nick Price				
Ian Morrison
Neil Chappell
							Beverley England
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb, Michael Holt
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on February 4th 2025
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on February 4th 2025 
None

Public Forum
None 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting) 
Babergh had agreed a budget which protected vital services and unlocked funding to deliver promised community projects. Babergh called for National Grid’s pylons plan across Suffolk to be halted while it also renewed its commitment to protect, restore and enhance the district’s biodiversity after approving a new action plan. A new initiative would distribute refurbished laptops to tackle digital exclusion and isolation in Suffolk. The Clerk had asked Babergh’s waste and recycling team to provide a speaker for the APM on April 17th. Cllrs. Holt and Plumb suggested copying them into any correspondence. Cllr. England asked whether National Grid’s pylons project was being greenlighted or whether the public could still protest. Agreed the Clerk should write to James Cartlidge requesting sight of real time (not modelled) quotations for the 3 National Grid options (pylons, underground, offshore) Do these quotations even exist or is the public being gas lit by being told the pylons are cheaper option? The whole costing appears to have been based on ‘modelling’. What are the pros and cons for each option. No update on the solar farm application. Babergh was waiting on the appeal against the refusal of Bentley’s application. 

Action: Clerk to write to James Cartlidge and cc. Cllrs. Holt and Plumb into correspondence about an APM speaker.   


County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
No issues raised. 

Planning and Planning Matters
Councillors voted to support the listed building application DC/26/00575 at The Limes to strengthen and repair rotten and leaning walls, with insulation and lathe/lime plaster to elevation D only. Other elevations already approved.
It was noted that the 6 Green View retrospective application DC/25/05152 for change of use of meadowland to residential curtilage incorporating a parking area within associated engineering and landscaping works had been refused. 

Action: Clerk to report decisions.

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Feb) £514.36; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Feb) £54; Clerk’s exes (Feb) £37.10; D Rix (30mph stickers) £8.89. Mark Lebbon £350.
It was proposed by Cllr. Morrison and seconded by Cllr. England that the bank reconciliation for February was correct and that the invoices be paid. The Clerk handed out bank signatory forms for Cllrs. England and Morrison to Cllrs. Browning and Price for countersigning. Cllrs. agreed the Clerk could pay £60 for one-to-one advice from One Suffolk about the PC’s website page. Babergh was increasing its litter and dog waste bin emptying prices from £83 to £103 per bin per year. 

Bank balance to end February 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£4,736.09

	Savings account
	£38,480.99

	Total
	£43,217.08




Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning, submit bank mandate change forms and have training from One Suffolk

Annual Parish Meeting April 17th 
Regarding a speaker, neither James Long nor Linda Howard were available. Cllr. England would try the wine maker at Giffords Hall. The Clerk had approached Babergh’s recycling and waste team to speak about the new bins from June. The Clerk would put an ad in Contact Magazine and contact village organisations for reports. Cllr. Browning apologised he would be away.  

Action: Cllr. England to chase Giffords Hall for a speaker, Clerk to chase Babergh for a speaker, put an ad in Contact Magazine, ask village organisations for reports and prep nibbles and wine. 

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green 
The Clerk had emailed the Ince’s for an update again, but had had no response. It was April 2024 when the headstones were safety-tested by Luxtons and found to be unsafe. The Clerk had received confirmation of ownership of the Green from SCC’s Commons Registration Authority and had written to UpConnect asking whether in light of this they would receive some compensation for the installation of green cabinets by City Fibre on The Green. A headstone application had been made for Angela Green’s grave. 

Action: Clerk to get a quote from Luxtons about laying down the headstones and send the quote to the Ince family.

Footpaths and Highways 
It was noted that the bridge behind The Row had been closed.

Speeding
The Clerk confirmed that she had secured £2,300 towards an Elan City SID from Cllr. Kemp which should be paid into the PC’s account within 10 days. Cllrs. agreed she should go ahead and order it. She would check volunteers were still prepared to look after the machine. Regarding site suitability, SCC seemed happy with the two positive responses from residents. However, Jon Shaw was concerned whether that would be the case with a taller pole. He was away until April 1st but would argue that the PC had made every effort to get residents on side, and if SCC did not approve the position he would work with us to find another site. The results from the Suffolk Constabulary FOI request regarding the crash on The Row on Dec 4th simply said: ‘V1 has stopped in the carriageway, V1 has then pulled out in front of V2 who was trying to overtake’. Agreed this did not provide much support for more traffic calming. SCC had confirmed there was no data collected from the ANPR cameras. Babergh’s housing officer would ask two tenants to be more considerate and use their driveways rather than use much sought-after spaces in the laybys on The Row. 

Action: Clerk to order a SID and speak to volunteers about being responsible for moving the SID. 

Correspondence 
Save Glem Valley Group asked if they could attend the next PC meeting. Clerk to write with support for their application and tell them they can come if they wish. Babergh/Mid Suffolk’s Area Forum would be online on March 17th at 7pm. The Town and Parish Liaison Meeting would be at the Stevenson Centre, Great Cornard on March 25th at 4pm. A couple from Blind Lane wanted advice on cutting back some overgrowth on the corner of Blind Lane and The Row. Cllr. Price to contact them. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business
Cllr. Morrison apologised he would miss the next meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.






Signed………………………………Dated………………….





