Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday May 6th at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning (chair) 
Nick Price				
Colin Walters
Ian Morrison
		District Councillor			Stephen Plumb
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. Price and seconded by Cllr. Morrison that Cllr. Browning be reinstated as chair. He gratefully accepted.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr. Browning and the Clerk signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

Election of Vice Chair
It was proposed by Cllr. Browning and seconded by Cllr. Morrison that Cllr. Luttman-Johnson be reinstated – in his absence – as vice chair.

Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllrs. Chappell, England and Luttman-Johnson

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on April 1st 2026
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on April 1st 2026 
None

Public Forum
None 

District Councillors’ Report (circulated ahead of meeting) 
Cllr. Plumb urged residents to remember their photo ID when voting in the County Council elections tomorrow. From the end of next week residents would start receiving information packs about the new recycling regime that was coming into force from June 1st. A district judge had ordered a developer to pay £146,000 after it had built homes without making any contribution towards local facilities. 


County Councillor’s Report 
None

Planning and Planning Matters
DC/26/01389 – Burnt House Farm, Bury Road
Councillors had no objection to the application to extend an existing games room.
DC/26/01592 – Fosters Farmhouse, Shimpling Road
Councillors had no objection to the TCA to fell one sycamore (in decline) and pollar one ash (in decline).
DC/26/01160 – The Limes
Councillors voted to support the listed building application to strengthen and repair rotten and leaning walls with insulation and lathe/lime plaster to the rear section of existing building – elevation E, F and G only.
DC/26/01648 – Hop Hall, Somerton Road
Councillors would study again the application for planning permission without compliance of conditions DC/26/01648 for the erection of 1no detached dwelling and share their findings and make a decision via email. 

Action: Clerk to report decisions.

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Apr) £568.36; Clerk’s exes (Apr) £142.82; HMRC (NI contributions) £22.70; SALC (annual subs) £264.43; Elan City (SID) £2,760; Boxted & Hartest Institute (hall hire) £48; IT services at CAS (Assertion 10 compliance) £162.50. Councillors voted to approve the bank reconciliation for April and supported payment of the invoices. Geoff Knight had kindly agreed to internally audit the accounts again this year. The Clerk would present them at the June meeting. The Clerk could now finally update the website, having discovered CAS had been blocking her from necessary permissions. Cllr. England would submit her Barclays signatory forms after the next meeting where she would need Cllrs. Browning and Price to sign it. Cllr. Price to chase Phillippa Gladstone who had asked for funding for the fete. 

Bank balance to end April 2026

	Balance in Current Account
	£4,563.93

	Savings account
	£46,280.99

	Total
	£50,844.92



Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Price and Browning. Cllr. Price to chase Phillippa Gladstone before funding cut-off date. 

Assertion 10 Compliance
CAS had made sure the website was now compliant and fully accessible. There had been some red critical errors and yellow advisory errors which had all been resolved. The website now carried an accessibility statement. The Clerk had circulated an IT policy. With one agreed amendment regarding reporting security incidents, she would publish the document on line. Cllr. Browning would visit the Clerk to help set up a new .gov.uk email address and try and address printing issues. 

Action: Clerk and Cllr. Browning to set up new email account and sort printing issues. Clerk to upload amended IT policy to website.
  
Annual Parish Meeting April 17th – Feedback
The APM had been a success. Twenty-five villagers had attended. The need for a microphone and to precis written reports next year was discussed. The Clerk had thanked the speaker Ollie Faiers.

Cemetery, Churchyard and Green 
Councillors agreed to appoint Michael Edwards to cut back trees in the cemetery. An ex-resident (and former Hartest parish clerk) had asked to buy a plot in the cemetery. The Clerk had forwarded the relevant forms. 

Action: Clerk to appoint Michael Edwards.

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum May 7th 
Cllr. Price had urged people to vote in the referendum on May 7th. Unfortunately, an ad urging residents to do the same had not made it to Contact magazine, so Cllr. Morrison had hand delivered 200 copies of it. 

Footpaths and Highways 
Highways had looked at the HM Land Registry plan that Cllr. Price had forwarded but decided having looked at their own records and the property deeds that the layby on The Row with stones in it was owned by the residents and were well within their rights to put stones there. 

Action: Clerk to share Highways communication with Councillors via email

Speeding
The Clerk had given the SID to Peter Fisher who would set it up. He wanted to know about public liability for the volunteers working on the highway and theft/damage while holding/moving the SID etc. He would do a trial run with the SID before the next meeting. The issue of white gates at the entrances to the village and a speed survey on The Row was discussed. Agreed to wait to see what effect the SID had first. 

Action: Clerk to check cover for SID with Zurich and length of warranty etc. Clerk to contact Jon Shaw about a new SID post position on The Row.

Correspondence 
Cllr. Price to ask Ian Leigh about becoming the village history recorder. John Kemp had been in touch about free trees from the Woodland Trust and where in the village they could be planted. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business
None

The meeting closed at 8.25pm.






Signed………………………………Dated………………….



