Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday May 7th at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted & Hartest Institute 


Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
Will Luttman-Johnson
Neil Chappell
							Sue Whiteman
		Clerk					Di Rix
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70/22





	Election of a Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. Luttman-Johnson and seconded by Cllr. Chappell that Cllr. Browning be re-elected as Chairman. He graciously accepted.  

Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr. Browning signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form, as did the Clerk. 

Election of Vice Chair
It was proposed by Cllr. Chappell and seconded by Cllr. Whiteman that Cllr. Luttman-Johnson be re-elected as vice chair. He graciously accepted. 

Apologies for Absence
Parish Cllrs. Price and Walters. District Cllrs. Holt and Plumb and County Cllr. Kemp

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on April 2nd 2024
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on April 2nd 2024 
None

Public Forum
None

District Councillors’ Report (circulated before the meeting)
Highlights included a drive to garner support from local parishes to progress proposals for either two or three unitary councils, rather than the one SCC wanted. Babergh and Mid Suffolk Town and Parish Councils would receive £580,000 in developer contributions to help community infrastructure projects, while green-fingered residents could collect free compost in May as part of a drive to get people growing. 

County Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
SCC had agreed funding for another 100 SEND places for the academic year starting in September. Skills bootcamps would help youngsters gain well-paid jobs with local businesses. SCC would install 6,000 new EV charging points across the county. SCC had major reservations about Government plans to cut by a year, the delivery of clean energy projects and other NSIPs including solar farms, offshore energy and nuclear. One proposal was to remove the duty on project promoters to consult and engage with communities before submitting plans to the Planning Inspectorate. 

Planning Applications and Planning Matters
An enforcement notice EN/25/00190 had been served on land east of 6 Green View for what was thought to be unauthorised works. The application DC/25/00261 for a barn conversion in dwelling houses at Cooks Farm, Lawshall Road had been refused. 

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fee (Apr) £547.32; Clerk’s tax HMRC (Apr) £1.80; Clerk’s exes (Apr) £296.66
Income: Half the Precept £7,610

Bank balance to end April 2024

	Balance in Current Account
	£1,523.15

	Savings account
	£45,870.99

	Total
	£47,394.14



It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteman and seconded by Cllr. Chappell that the invoices be paid and the bank reconciliation for April was correct. The Clerk had submitted a VAT claim for £726.05. As the PC had income under £25,000 it would be exempt from a Ltd. Assurance Review. Geoff Knight would need to internally audit the accounts before she presented them at the June meeting. The Clerk had circulated the updated Financial Regulations for adoption at the next meeting. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices to Cllrs. Price and Browning and to prepare the annual accounts for auditing.

Co-Option Candidates
Clerk had received interest from Ian Morrison and Peter Hutchings about becoming a parish councillor after Jo Pask’s retirement. 

Action: Clerk to invite candidates to give a small presentation at the next meeting. 

Asset of Community Value Listing
The Clerk apologised she had hoped to speak to the Communities Officer at Babergh about whether new information needed to be submitted. 

Action: If necessary, the Clerk to send out a list of questions for councillors to help answer. 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Councillors noted the large number of interesting comments made following the consultation and the responses to those comments. They approved the proposed modifications which included a new map of views and a slight amendment to para 7.16 following recent discussions and unanimously agreed the submission of the plan to Babergh District Council. Cllr. Browning was hugely impressed by the amount of work that had gone in to producing the NP over many years and wanted to pass on his grateful thanks to those involved in its’ preparation. 

Action: Clerk to let Ian Poole know the PC had approved the Plan. 
Cemetery, Churchyard and Green
The Clerk had received grass cutting quotes from McGregor Services and AW-FM, but it was agreed to accept Estacare’s quote of £4,300 + VAT. Rev. Mary Styles had asked about the burial of ashes in an existing grave (Elsie Cooper). The PC to charge £75 plus a £30 admin fee. Kevin Winterbone had asked if the PC would consider purchasing a bench in the new area of the cemetery with a plaque remembering his wife Marie’s contribution to the PC. While the PC supported the idea of a bench, it felt buying one – something they had never done before - could set a precedent. However, councillors would be more than happy to work with Mr Winterbone in raising funds for one. The Clerk had emailed Richard Ince about when work would start on his family’s gravestones. Ian Leigh was making a digital copy of the Cemetery Book. The Clerk had shared Gill Leeming’s photo of the bench she had placed near her husband’s ashes plot. 

Action: Clerk to write to Mr Winterbone, chase Mr Ince and let Mary Styles know about the burial of ashes and keep a record of it in the Cemetery Book.

Footpaths and Highways
A request had been made at the APM to have a bottle bank again. Some had considered them noisy to live next to. Jo Pask had said it had taken up vital space in the car park. Cllr. Price had pointed out that recycling changes would include the collection of glass at home from next year. 

Speeding 
Cllr. Price appeared to be nearing a resolution about the position of a post on The Row to hold a speed indicator device. 

Mobile Signal
The issue of a poor mobile signal meaning pendant alerts could not work effectively at Cross Green had been raised at the APM. 

Action: Cllr. Browning to investigate a pressure group working to get mobile companies to share their coverage in such circumstances. Clerk to ask the County and District Cllrs. if they could help

Correspondence 
None 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Whiteman apologised she would miss the June meeting. Cllr. Browning apologised he would miss the July meeting. 

The meeting closed at 7.40pm







Signed………………………………Dated………………….



