Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of
Hartest Parish Council held on
Wednesday April 25th at 7pm 2025
 in Boxted and Hartest Institute
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning (chair)
							Neil Chappell
							Sue Whiteman
							Nick Price
Guest Speaker				John Kemp
Members of the Public  		Karen Knight		Geoff Knight
Simon Merriam	Emma Merriam 	Diana Lecron		Jeanie Kemp
Clive Gare		P Fisher
Douglas Chivers	Jackie Crisp
Howard Hirst		Ian Leigh
Victoria Choppin 	Lucy VVdenburch
Chris Collins		Terry Angland + 6
Clerk					Di Rix
			 
1. Chairman, Christopher Browning, Opening Remarks
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming. He was glad to see so many villagers at the meeting which was a chance to reflect on changes for the year ahead. 

2. Apologies for Absence
Cllr. Luttman-Johnson; Yasmin Morgan; Matt Vale-Smith; District Cllrs Holt and Plumb, County Cllr. Kemp; Caroline Pask-Finch and Liz Depper 

3. Minutes of the APM April 24th 2024
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of last year’s meeting
None

3. Guest Speaker, John Kemp, black poplars and other remarkable Hartest trees
Cllr. Browning welcomed John Kemp who had retired as the village tree warden and thanked him for the advice he had given the PC over the years. Mr Kemp said that living in a conservation area was great but we did tend to take trees a little for granted. On a guided virtual tour of the village, he mentioned numerous remarkable trees including the Black Poplar (which had been used to make hubs of wagon wheels but had since fallen into decline) three Tulip trees in the school grounds (natives of N. America and often used in furniture making) a Dawn Redwood or deciduous conifer and giant eucalyptus tree from Australia. 
He said there had been an avenue of 10 trees on The Green in 1985 but only four remained, dominated by long living Limes. A Millenium Oak planted in 1999 had come from the ancient Tea Party Oak in Ickworth Park. Two London Planes on the green were also large and long lived and not dissimilar to the three Plane trees at Hawstead Place which had been planted by Queen Elizabeth 1 in 1578. In the churchyard, among the usual yews was a Glastonbury Thorn. In the early days of Christianity in Britain, Joseph of Arimathea was said to have visited Glastonbury, thrust his stick into the soil which then sprang roots. Most young Ash trees in Hartest’s Millenium Wood had died, but the older ones were doing well. He mentioned that the Woodland Trust no longer felt the wood needed its involvement. A ‘scattered’ orchard had been planted around the village with old varieties of apples and plums and he urged villagers to help themselves as they were their trees. Ian leigh had also donated a walnut tree, but it would probably be 20 years before it bore fruit. Cllr. Browning thanked Mr Kemp and urged anyone who might be interested to let the PC know if they would be interested in becoming tree warden. 

4. Public Forum
Ralph Carpenter asked if the village could have a bottle bank again perhaps on the village green surrounded by a wooden box. Lawshall made £100 a year from its’ bank. Geoff Knight said they were noisy to live next to, Jo Pask said it had been messy and had taken up too much space in the car park. Cllr. Price mentioned changes to Babergh recycling meant glass would be recycled at home soon. Chris Collins mentioned how poor the mobile signal was in the village. He had been trying to help an elderly resident from Cross Green get an alarm pendant from social services but without success. He was willing to consider a mobile aerial on top of the church. Emma Merriam said not putting in landlines anymore meant we were becoming increasingly dependent on our mobile phones. The PC would see what it could do. 

5. County Councillor Report, Richard Kemp



6. District Councillors’ Report 



7. Clerk’s Finance Report, Di Rix
 


8. Neighbourhood Plan Report, Ralph Carpenter 
With the help of District funding, the village continued to employ Ian Poole as planning adviser. Despite recently hearing that Babergh planned for Hartest to build 80 homes over the next 20 years, Ian Poole advised that might not happen and pointed to the Hopkins Homes development in Bury which had taken from 2009 until this year to be built. The NP was now ready to go to Babergh to check conformity with its Local Plan. The NP was, he said, predicated on the wishes of the people that the local environment was given priority over the addition of extra housing and that had informed the decision not to allocate any sites for development. When the plan comes forward for Referendum towards the end of the year, he urged everyone to support it. Cllr. Browning commended the work that the whole Neighbourhood Plan team had done over many years. Cllr. Price warned that if Babergh lost its five-year land supply - which was quite possible - then inappropriate development could be foisted on the village. 

9. Hartest School Report, Matt Vale-Smith



10. Hartest Pre-School Report, Yasmin Morgan




11. Hartest Institute Report, Richard Weller-Poley
No report 

12. Hartest & District WI Report, Liz Depper




13. Hartest & District Gardening Club Report, Ralph Carpenter
The Club met on the first Monday of the month and had speakers with talks on all aspects of gardening including how to prepare a garden for Chelsea Flower Show, composting, tomatoes and bee keeping. The club had summer visits and there would be an annual plant sale on The Green on May 18th 2pm. An Autumn produce show encouraged as many people as possible to get involved. It was a thriving club and everyone was welcome. 

Bellringers, Terry Angland
The church had six bells, six ringers and one learner and regularly shared ringing activities with Glemsford church. They practiced Thursdays at 7pm and everyone was welcome to learn. It would take about six months to become competent. They had a few events planned including ringing at 6.30pm on VE Day and on July 6th at 2.30pm they would be hosting the Suffolk Guild of Ringers as they attempt to ring a peal in honour of former resident and internationally renowned bell ringer Mr Clouston who died about 20 years ago. The Guild wished to honour his memory on the anniversary of his birth 100 years ago. The peal consisted of at least 5,000 pulls of the bell and would take about 3 hours. 

17. Church Report, Karen Knight (report in full)
Thank you for an ideal opportunity to say some public ‘thank yous’. Thank you to the wonderful Friends of Hartest Church especially for organising the recent ‘Tin Giants’ concert and to all of you who enjoyed the evening and for making it such a success. Thank you to the people who clean, arrange flowers and ring the bells throughout the year. And thank you to the PC for their support and encouragement in our efforts in trying to create a village church project. Many of these different supporters are not necessarily churchgoers but they are village folk who love and care for the medieval church building and all the memories it holds. The aim of the ‘village church project’ is to encourage everyone to enjoy and explore our village, and especially to use the village church and the churchyard and to enjoy it as a community space in lots of different ways. Those of you who were here last year might remember me talking about creating a village digital photographic album – accessible to all in the church (which is open every day from dawn until dusk).
Raising funds to buy the technology for the village album/archive has been slow and not entirely successful. But it’s important to capture the past and more recent memories and events in photographs and maybe also by recording oral histories and local stories. But now….we have recently discovered that we have to mend the north roof and replace the vestry floor (before it swallows the rector, or becomes Hartest’s own black hole).
Over the past 6 years we have spent just over £80,000 on drains, roofs, the kitchen and toilet and damp damage to interior walls BUT as many of you will know, old buildings are expensive to maintain – particularly grade 1 listed churches! And now we have to face the need for similar levels of expenditure over the next few years.,
So, our revised plan is to apply for funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The application will combine the repairs to the fabric which are ‘urgent’ alongside the costs of the photographic album/archive and other smaller things that show there is a link between the building and the village community: like small booklets for ‘fun things to find or do’ in the church and surroundings for visiting families; various new or revised guides to the church and the village green; and leaflets for following circular walks around the parish. 
The first of these annotated walking maps is nearly ready for the printer. Another thank you to Diana, Ian Leigh and Phil Roper for all the hard work that they are putting into collecting the information needed to make the maps really useful and interesting. 
So, the first stage of an application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund will be submitted at the end of this month. However, as many of you will know, there are many ‘stages’ to lottery bids. We will keep you in touch with progress via the village website. When we have any positive signs, we shall begin to scan in photographs for the village album and will be asking for your contributions. Anyone who feels they can and would like to help in any way – please get in touch. 
Your thoughts, ideas and involvement will make the activities and events a real village led project. Chris Collins added that the area around the church was encouraging wildlife like hedgehogs. He said the community needed to show it supported the church and urged residents to complete a form he had brought declaring that. 

18. Chairman’s Closing Remarks
Cllr. Browning hoped everyone agreed that the meeting painted a picture of a very lively village and a good place to live. He thanked Jo Pask who was retiring after more than 50 years’ service on the PC. Her wise opinions and wealth of knowledge would be hugely missed. He presented her with flowers and a gift. He also thanked his colleagues on the PC and everyone for coming and urged them to join him for a few drinks and nibbles. 


The meeting closed at 8.30pm
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Hartest CE Primary – April 2025

[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s been a very busy academic year at Hartest CE Primary School.  After the successful Ofsted visit last year, we have continued to develop the teaching and learning, school environment and opportunities for our children.  Experiences through school trips and special days have been a focus as well as developing the competitive sports opportunities in our school.  Examples since September include:

· Times table rock star day – mathematical competitions and rock star dress up.

· Science fair day – designing and carrying out a variety of science experiments and sharing their work with children from Long Melford Primary and parents

· An archaeological dig at Long Melford led by experts where children found a number of Roman artefacts – this was reported in the press and local television.

· Holding a ‘star gazing’ evening where parents and children from local schools have joined us to use our telescopes and study the night’s sky.

· Visiting a planetarium and exploring the stars in an immersive activity – the children loved this!

· As part of the Rainforest topic, children were visited by animal experts and had the opportunity to hold rainforest animals including snakes and reptiles – bringing the topic to life.

· Many school trips including: the British Museum, Colchester Castle, local farms, residential trip to Norfolk, whole school visit to the cinema and Christmas panto.

· We have been involved in a number of sporting events including local and county cross country competitions, inter-school netball and football tournaments and local school hall athletics.  We are also looking forward to cricket, athletics and rounders competitions later in the Summer term.

Thanks to the generous donations of our PTA: ‘Friends of Hartest’, we have refurbished and expanded our library by adding a sofa, beanbags and rugs – it is now a lovely space where children can take lessons or relax and enjoy a book.

We look to develop our links with the local community and wish to invite the residents to join us on our VE Day on Thursday 8th May – starting with a short meeting at the memorial followed by a picnic.  In the afternoon residents are also welcome to come into the school and visit the classrooms as the children carry out crafts and cooking linked to VE Day.  Leaflets detailing information on this day will be delivered to local residents next week.



Mr Matt Vale-Smith

Head of School

Hartest CE Primary School
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Description automatically generated] Parish Council Report April 2024 - 2025

Summer Term 2024:

The Preschool day extending to 4pm finish seemed to work well for our families with siblings at various local schools and helped some of our working parents. We hope this will encourage some more families to choose Preschool still too. At Preschool we enjoyed a duckling hatching experience, where we hatched eggs and looked after our fluffy friends for 10 days before they went to their forever home with one of our children. This was an egg-celent experience!We didn’t have a summer fundraiser this year, but we did a sponsored movement week where we walked, danced and exercised all week to help raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support who Vicki (Preschool deputy manager) was running the Marathon for. We raised £550 for MacMillan. We finished the school year saying goodbye to 20 children, who left for school. We arranged a graduation ceremony and put on a lovely performance for the children’s families.

Autumn Term 2024:

Having had a large number of children leave for Primary school, we started back with quiet numbers in September.  This helped make our decision to drop our age range and so we started accepting children aged 20 months + (if they get funding). We held an open day at the start of September and took videos for a virtual video tour which can be viewed on our website and Facebook page. 

We held our annual firework and bonfire night at The Crown which was another great night, we raised a huge £5,559! Early December we held our AGM and our committee remains the same - Caroline Pask-Finch remaining as Chairperson, Lucy Howe as Treasurer, Bethany Mann as Secretary, Isobel Burroughs as Safeguarding lead, with Gemma Phillips, Jen Humphreys and Sarah Thompson as fundraisers. In December we also had our annual wreath making workshop, where we raised £320 for Preschool due to our trained florist volunteering her time and knowledge for free! Before breaking up for Christmas we held a Christmas Fayre on a Friday afternoon at The Institute, this along with a raffle and 2 generous donations meant we raised a further £690 for Preschool. 

Spring Term 2025:

We ventured out more into the village and came across the Library bus – this is something we enjoy visiting monthly. We would love to find more local amenities/ adventures we could take the children on – if anyone has any suggestions feel free to pass on to Yasmin or contact her via info@hartestpreschool.com. We enjoyed the usual spring activities with the children – valentines, world book day, pancake day, mother’s day and Easter. We held an Easter Egg trail on the Primary school field before the Easter break and raised £293 for Preschool. From Jan – End of March, we were entered into the Tesco Stronger starts box at Sudbury Superstore, amount that will be kindly given to us is TBC but we are likely to receive at least £500 which is fantastic. 

Going forwards:

To continue supporting Preschool, the Preschool staff and Committee are planning a Race Night fundraiser on Saturday 21st June – we previously ran this fundraiser 3 years ago and it was a success and supported by the local community, so we are hopeful for the same result again. 

To finish this report, I would like to thank the Preschool staff for all their hard work and passion to make Hartest Preschool such a lovely and welcoming place, and to the committee and families for their ongoing commitment and support over the past year. 
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Hartest and District WI Report for the Annual Parish Meeting 25.04.25

Despite falling numbers, members remain committed and enthusiastic and they have enjoyed a number of speakers giving thought – provoking and varied inputs as well as two memorable and very different visits. 

We have welcomed speakers with distinctly Suffolk connections or backgrounds – Jeannie Bloomfield, recounted her appalling treatment by a hideously abusive husband who physically, sexually and mentally mistreated her daily. This tiny, soft – spoken lady was determined not to be a victim and with her 3 small children courageously fled from Oldham to Suffolk, joined a WI and got back on her feet thanks to the Bury St Edmunds Women’s Refuge. Jeannie now supports the Refuge, raising funds through talking about their work and reliving her own harrowing experiences. Happily, she met and married a gentle, loving and supportive man who has been by her side ever since. 

Though it is a country – wide organisation, two local gentlemen, Richard Rigby and David Soanes described to us the life - saving work and research carried out by Medical Detection Dogs (MDD). The dogs’ ultra – sensitive smell receptors in their noses can be trained to detect minute traces of serious diseases such as Parkinson’s, various cancers, diabetes and malaria. Current medical diagnostic methods are often invasive, complex and prone to inaccuracy, whereas MD dogs’ noses are well over 90% accurate and crucially, detect disease early so saving lives.

Members were thrilled to be able to visit the GCB cocoa and chocolate factory at Glemsford. They were kitted out in protective gear and toured the manufacturing processes, inhaling the divine smell and watching thousands of chocolate buttons cascading into enormous collecting vessels. Being presented with six small buckets of these delicious morsels to take away made for a perfect morning. 

Another memorable visit was to the Woodbridge Tide Mill, where the ladies had the pleasure of an unexpected guided tour around the interior by one of the Mill’s knowledgeable volunteers. Afterwards a stroll round the Quay offered two further unanticipated pleasures – access to the Longshed where the Sutton Hoo 88 ft replica Longship was being constructed and the Woodbridge Museum, where displays tell the story of Woodbridge and its surrounding area by focusing on the lives of a selection of local people, from Tudor times to the present-day.

Last August it was a pleasure to welcome back Hawk Honey (his real name!), Visitor Officer at Suffolk Wildlife Trust's Lackford Lakes. He did his level best to dispel our prejudices about wasps,  who are not necessarily stripy stinging picnic invaders, but include 9,000 species also termed ‘wasps’, many of whom rid us of the pests that attack our garden plants or are unwelcome in our homes.

Most recently, Suffolk lass and avid researcher into the Women’s Land Army, Nicky Reynolds, delighted an audience of WI members and local folk with her knowledge and anecdotes about this remarkable organisation and its commitment to replacing the men who had worked the fields, milked cows, reared pigs and chickens, ploughed the land and harvested crops and who were away fighting the Hitler war machine. Nicky outlined what their lives were like and how they became dedicated to keeping Britain from starving during WW2. Yet, despite all they did for the people of this country it took until 2000 for them to be included in the march-past at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday in November.
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Devolution and local Government Reorganization 


 


Since the publication of the government’s White Paper in December, Suffolk councils have been 


scrambling to develop their proposals for reorganizing local government.  


 


Under the new system, Norfolk and Suffolk will have a joint mayor (with elections held in May 2026) 


leading a mayoral authority, with two tier government (county councils and district/borough councils) 


replaced by unitary councils – single councils that undertake all local services like education, adult care, 


waste collection, housing and highways.  


 


Suffolk County Council’s administration have been clear that they would prefer a single unitary council 


for Suffolk, and they ratified this decision by voting for it in the council chamber on 13 March and at 


Cabinet on 18 March. Opposition councillors, like my group and the Labour group, are less convinced 


that one massive council would bring decision-making closer to the communities, which is what 


devolution is supposed to enable.  


 


Councils have to submit interim plans to the government by 21 March, then detailed proposals in 


September, with a decision from government by the end of the year on what will happen. It is likely that 


councillors for the new council/s would be elected by Suffolk residents in May 2027, a year after the 


mayoral elections. 


 


Council Budget 2025-26 


 


In February 2025, the council voted to adopt its proposed budget for the 2025-26 financial year. This 


included approving a maximum rise in council tax this year of 4.99%, including the 2% social care 


precept for adult care.   


 


The budget this year does not include borrowing from the council’s reserves, which was a concern last 


year. Instead, the budget relies on delivering £28.4m of savings across many council services. Cost 


pressures for the council include care purchasing for adult social care, Special Education Needs and 


Disabilities (SEND) and placements for children in care.  


 


There is still a lot of concern about the level of debt the council is carrying from the Designated 


Schools Grant (DSG), a debt which is due to increase this year by £62.175m. Councils are allowed by 


the government to hold this ‘negative reserve’ until March 2026. The government is yet to come up 


with a solution for this issue after that date; many councils are holding enormous levels of this debt 


which they would not be able to pay off if they had to. In addition, the councils have to borrow money 


to cover the interest on the debt which affects their finances every year: over 2025-26, the debt will 


cause a £6.8m cost pressure for the council. The rising DSG debt is mostly for council services for 


Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  
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The council is also forecasting that in the next few years, it will have budget ‘gaps’ that will only grow: 


£33.1m for 2026-27, and £96.2m in 2028-29. The council has lobbied the government for better 


funding – my group proposed a successful motion on this in May 2024. The council hopes that Local 


Government Reorganization (see above) will make enough savings to improves the medium and long 


term picture for local services. 


 


Ofsted Inspection of Children’s Services 


 
In June 2024, the council was subject to an Ofsted inspection of its social care services for children and 


young people, known as an ILACS inspection (Inspection of Local Authority Children’s Services).  


 


These inspections are undertaken approximately every three years to judge how the council are 


performing in their function to support children who are vulnerable and in need of protection. Previously, 


in 2019, the council had been rated as ‘Outstanding’, but in 2024 it had dropped two grades and was 


assessed as ‘Requires Improvement’. This meant that the council had to prepare an action plan for 


improvement, which was submitted to Ofsted and the Department for Education.  


 


The council has recruited extra staff to and has organized peer reviews with other local authority to learn 


how to improve practice. It has also established a new Strengthening Services for Children and Families 


Board chaired by the council’s Chief Executive, Nicola Beach. The council particularly needs to improve 


services for care leavers and ensure that young people leaving care are aware of the support they can 


access until they turn 25. 


 


Improving Services for Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND) 


 
Following the poor Ofsted/CQC inspection report published in January last year, the council has been 


trying to improve SEND services.  


 


In May last year they produced and submitted a SEND Strategy, and in June they produced a Priority 


Action Plan for improvement, including extra funding of £4.4m to recruit more staff, including Educational 


Psychologists. In July the council approved an additional £9.1m over three years to increase capacity to 


clear the council’s backlog of Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) and Annual Reviews. This was 


funded from council reserves.  


 


In January 2025, the council’s Public Health team presented a SEND Needs Assessment for the county 


at the Health and Wellbeing Board, which forecast that SEND demand in Suffolk has risen sharply in 


recent years and was likely to continue to rise. It also found that delays in EHCP assessment, ADHD 


and autism assessment and support, and access to mental health services for young people were 


unsatisfactory, and in some cases getting worse, like speech and language therapy. 


 


State of Suffolk’s Roads 


 
In July 2024, a report was brought to Scrutiny Committee which looked into the condition of Suffolk’s 


roads, the amount spent by the council to repair them and how repair works were prioritised.  


 


The findings were that amount of funding available for repairing highways was around £17m per year, 


but £50m per year would be needed for an optimal programme of resurfacing. Works are prioritised by 


the council’s Highway Maintenance Operational Plan, which sets out the parameters for repair work and 


the order of priority repairs. Unsurprisingly, main roads and roads which have a lot of traffic are 


prioritised over quieter roads which do not.  


 


Having said this, the council is currently undertaking a scheme of resurfacing residential roads which 


have fallen into disrepair, having announced an additional £10m of funding for this project in May 2023. 
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Update on Flooding 


 


Following the Storm Babet flooding in October 2023, the council announced it was investing an extra 


£1m in investigating the causes of flooding and taking action to prevent further floods.  As the lead local 


flood authority, the council undertakes investigations into flooding in the county regularly, but the level of 


flooding in autumn 2023 meant that far more investigations would need to be made than in other years.  


 


A year later, in November 2024, the council announced it would be allocating a further £1.5m from its 


reserves to deal with recommendations made in the 10 investigation reports published so far. A further 


38 investigation reports have been commissioned by the council relating to Storm Babet flooding. The 


council also announced it would be writing to the government to request £20m to protect Suffolk from 


flooding, given that extreme weather will be become more likely due to the effects of climate change. 


 


In October 2024, Cabinet agreed a £2m contribution from the council towards protecting the A12 from 


flooding at Benacre, south of Lowestoft. Erosion of the coast meant that road would likely be flooded at 


that location at nearly every high tide within a couple of years. The total cost of the works, which includes 


two new pumping stations, clay embankments and a new saltmarsh, will be many millions, with the 


Environment Agency committing over £30m and Sizewell C agreeing to fund the rest.  


 


Since then, it has been revealed that the cost may be higher than expected, and the council has agreed 


to allocate and put aside an additional £2.7m contribution in case it is needed later in the construction 


period. 


 


Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service Inspection 


 


In February 2025, the government published a report following its recent inspection of Suffolk’s Fire and 


Rescue Service. Inspections for fire services are relatively new, with the first ones undertaken by the 


Home Office in 2018.  


 


The inspection report was not complimentary; it found that the service was good at preventing fires, 


protecting the public and that it met requirements for responding to major incidents, but also that it 


needs improvement in several areas, including improving culture and morale, and behaviour of senior 


leaders, who it advised should act as role models and show they are committed to the values of the 


service through their behaviour, improving communication with fire service employees and making 


sure they felt confident about raising concerns.  


 


This report was followed shortly afterwards by allegations in the press by the Fire Brigades Union that 


Suffolk County Council had made mistakes processing firefighter pay and pensions for years and has 


not addressed them properly or listened to employee concerns about the errors.  The council 


subsequently announced additional investment of an extra £1.6 million over two years to improve the 


service. 


 


Suffolk’s Library Service 


 
At Cabinet in March 2025, the council administration voted to bring Suffolk’s libraries back in-house at 


the end of the current contract for the library on 31 May. Suffolk Libraries, who have held the contract 


since the service was divested in 2012, were the only bidder for the contract, but negotiations broke 


down and the council felt it had no alternative but to bring the libraries back under council control.  


 


The proposal to do this was passionately opposed not just by Suffolk Libraries, but also Suffolk residents 


and the many volunteers and Friends groups who work for and raise money for libraries in their 


communities.  
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Warm Homes in Suffolk 


 
This year saw the end of the Warm Homes Grant fund, in which £5m of government money intended 


to improve insulation and make houses more energy-efficient was returned to the government unspent 


by the council.   


 


The reason given for this was that the criteria for the scheme, which was set by the government, was 


too stringent and meant that many Suffolk families who needed help were unable to access the 


funding.  


 


There are still schemes available to help with making homes more energy-efficient though; 


The Suffolk Loft Insulation Offer is funded by the Suffolk Public Sector Leaders Group (which includes 


Suffolk County Council) and this scheme will only close once the allocated funding has all been spent.  


 


Suffolk County Council is also running a new scheme to offer residents interest-free loans to upgrade 


the energy efficiency of their homes, that includes insulation but also solar panels, glazing and heat 


pumps. Loans are from £2k to £15K to be repaid over a maximum of seven years at 0% interest, but in 


order to be eligible, properties must have an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) band below C. 


Increasing insulation and making homes more energy-efficient will not only save people money on 


their heating bills, it is also helping the environment as less fuel will be consumed to keep homes 


warm.  


 


Please signpost people to these schemes using the links below: 


 


• For the Suffolk Loft Insulation Offers, residents should visit https://highloft.co.uk/pages/suffolk-


council-200-loft-insulation-contribution and fill in the form to receive a discount code 


 


• For the interest free loan scheme, homeowners can check to see if their property has an existing 


Energy Certificate with an EPC band and record of their property size at gov.uk/find-energy-


certificate. They can apply for the vouchers by visiting suffolkenergyassessment.co.uk. This 


scheme started in November and vouchers are being distributed on a first-come, first-served 


basis. 


 


Norwich to Tilbury Pylons 


 
At Cabinet in May 2024, the council voted to object to the proposed Norwich to Tilbury 400kV grid 


reinforcement and call for a pause until alternative options had been explored.  


 


The proposals which were reviewed included 183k of pylons, with four sections of underground cabling 


through and near the Dedham Vale National Landscape (the new name for an Area of Outstanding 


Natural Beauty (AONB) and the Waveney valley.  


 


The council were keen that more underground cabling take place in the Waveney valley than proposed, 


and it was agreed more generally that energy projects in the county needed to be coordinated better to 


reduce the impact on residents and the local environment, particularly as so many of them are due to be 


under construction at the same time.  


 


Other councils in the area have also objected to the plans. Since then, the National Grid has confirmed it 


will not be proposing any further underground cabling in the plans, holding several consultations with 


local residents which have been largely negatively received. 


 


 



https://highloft.co.uk/pages/suffolk-council-200-loft-insulation-contribution

https://highloft.co.uk/pages/suffolk-council-200-loft-insulation-contribution

https://www.gov.uk/find-energy-certificate

https://www.gov.uk/find-energy-certificate

http://www.suffolkenergyassessment.co.uk/
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Motions 


 
My group passed three successful motions at council over the year: 


 


1. In May 2024, we proposed that the council lobby the government for proper, long-term funding for 


local councils and support policies to address the long-term funding of adult social care. We 


tabled this motion as the Local Government Association had recently estimated that councils in 


England will have a funding gap totalling £4bn over the next two years.  


 


Suffolk County Council is predicting a ‘budget gap’ of £33.1m for 2026-27 so this is a very real 


concern for Suffolk and will affect Suffolk’s local services. 


 


2. In July 2024, my group tabled a motion that the council would do everything it could to avoid 


delays with local infrastructure funded by developer contributions. We were aware that a lot of 


local projects that are due to be paid for by developers are very overdue, in some cases for years 


– for example, new pedestrian crossings for roads where there is new housing.  


 


Sometimes these works are due to be undertaken by the developer and the delay is caused by 


them, but our motion acknowledged that the design and programming of works by Suffolk County 


Council was also often delayed. 


 


3. In December 2024, my group successfully proposed a policy for the council of ‘Roofs before 


Rural’ regarding solar panels. The motion noted that the new Labour government was proposing 


to triple the amount of solar power in the UK by 2030 and set out the council’s position that 


rooftop solar was preferable to ‘solar farms’ which are becoming an increasing sight across the 


county.  


 


The council agreed to write to the government to seek assurances Suffolk’s best quality 


agricultural land would be protected. 


 


 


My group also proposed the following motions which were voted down by the Conservative 


administration at council: 


 


1. In October 2024, my group tabled a motion to revise the Highways Maintenance Operating 


Procedure so that repairs to footways and pavements would be prioritized in areas with heavy 


footfall, or where a recent fall had been reported. This motion was rejected by the Conservatives. 


 


Follow us on: 
 
Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter 
 
Instagram (New!) - https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/  
 
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at Suffolk County 
Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com) 
 


Cost of Living help and advice: https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familychannel=6  
 
Benefits advice and support: https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultchannel-0  
 


For information on supporting Ukrainian refugees in Suffolk, email: refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk or 


ukrainesupport@communityactionsuffolk.org.uk 



https://twitter.com/SuffolkGLI

https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/

https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/

https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/

https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familychannel=6

https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultchannel-0

mailto:refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk

mailto:ukrainesupport@communityactionsuffolk.org.uk
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Please find below my Annual Report which runs alongside all the monthly reports submitted.



It has been confirmed that the new Food waste collections for Babergh residents will start from 2026, Funding to begin the new food waste collections in Babergh has been agreed, as part of a nationwide requirement by central government.

During the past 12 months Babergh has continued its work to improve the standards of all its housing stock, this is a long-term commitment which will continue over the next few years.

In November Babergh announced - ‘A significant investment in Hadleigh’s future’ – as the former council offices that are being converted into homes went on the market. The first homes developed at Babergh District Council’s former Corks Lane offices in Hadleigh have gone on the market – with the properties hailed as a significant investment in the town’s future. Though there is a Forecast loss of £3.4m from the development.

In January, Babergh announced it had ‘no option’ but to review Joint Local Plan after Government’s huge housebuilding hike.

Subsequently, Babergh suspended its Joint Local Plan Part 2 and announced it would work on a completely New Joint Local Plan. This work is now underway.

In January, Babergh removed all Free Parking in its Car Parks and introduced new parking tariffs across the district. We are waiting for the first report to come from the Cabinet to understand the impacts of this change to retailers within our two main towns of Sudbury & Hadleigh and on any uplift in passenger numbers regarding residents using buses instead of cars.

In February the Government launched a public consultation on Suffolk and Norfolk devolution, this was a public consultation on proposals to create a Mayoral Combined County Authority across Norfolk and Suffolk.

Both Stephen Plumb and I have again worked together in distributing our Locality Grant money across the whole of Chadacre. (7 Projects)

Stanstead Village Hall £800, 

Stanstead PC £280,

Coldham FC £600, 

Friends of Glemsford Library £300, 

Lawshall Little Saplings Pre School £1000                           

Hartest Institute £750

Glemsford Friday Café £250.

The LGR & Devolution debates continue at pace, we await more information which will be widely shared with residents when available. Babergh have submitted an initial response to with proposals for Local Government Reform (LGR) which was for two or three unitary authorities. Suffolk County Council submitted a response with a preference for one single unitary authority. 

I’m pleased to report that CIL money continues to support community projects throughout the district, several projects within our Chadacre Ward have benefitted from this.

The big conversation in the coming months will revolve around Devolution and Local Government Reform and the implications it will have to the residents of Babergh, by September a final submission and business case must be submitted to Government with Babergh’s preference on how many unitary authorities we would like to see.

As has been the case I will endeavour to keep the Parish Council and residents informed through my monthly reports.

I would like to thank the Parish Council for its continued hard work and cooperation throughout the past 12 months.
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Clerk’s Finance Report 2025 – Di Rix

In December we used up the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money we had sitting in the bank account - paying £9,600 for timber windows to support the building upgrade here and just over £400 on design fees for new Church leaflets. 

More recently we have committed £3,000 towards the Church’s ongoing community project which I’m sure Karen will speak more about later. A reapplied for grant from Groundworks has also meant that the Neighbourhood Plan could be finalised.

In October we were asked – but declined - to contribute money to upgrade Hartest’s circular path – that runs by the pub and church and back onto the B1066. However, despite our lack of support our local footpath officer James Pickerin’s bid for this and was successful, at a cost of just over £25,000 to Babergh. I’m not sure whether this work has been carried out yet. 

As mentioned last year, we still have £134,000 of s.106 monies. But as Babergh Council insisted this must be spent on a new build rather than upgrading the Somerton Alms Houses as we would have liked - and with no one on the housing needs register - the PC decided to support an affordable housing scheme in a neighbouring village. That said, as yet we’ve had no requests for that money.

We still have the promise of funding for a speed indicator device from our County Cllr. Richard Kemp and poles to put it on from Highways – we even have offers of help to look after the camera from Simon Merriam, Steven Bottomley and Peter Fisher - but are yet to agree with Highways the poles’ exact position. Hopefully that will happen in the next month or so. 

Despite spending £468 on a speed survey on Hartest Hill (average 25mph up the hill, 29mph down it) we were disappointed to hear that the results failed to meet Highways’ criteria to extend the 30mph speed limit there. Unfortunately, we had a similar outcome attempting to put right the erosion of the verges on The Row. 

Safety testing in the cemetery was completed - which has left 47 of the 149 memorials with posts and straps - This was at a cost of £20 per memorial. Slowly but surely people are coming forward and upgrading their relatives’ headstones including the seven currently behind orange netting.

The bank account remains in good health, though at £42,243 it’s £13,000 lower than at the end of last year and I’d like to thank Geoff Knight who has very kindly agreed to internally audit the accounts again this year.  

For 25/26, the PC decided to increase the precept (the proportion of your council tax paid annually to us) by 4% from £14,634 to £15,220. This means we cost a Hartest resident living in a Band D property £59.98 a year, and because of a 7.3% higher tax base it’s actually down £1.93 from last year. 

As ever, we hope you think we’re worth it! But if you have any thoughts on anything you would like the PC to look to buying or replacing for the village, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 


