


Draft Minutes of the
Hartest Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday November 6th at 7pm 2024
 in Boxted and Hartest Institute

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Christopher Browning
							Nick Price
							Neil Chappell
							Sue Whiteman
							Colin Walters
		District Councillor 			Michael Holt
		Clerk					Di Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr. Kemp, District Cllr. Plumb; Cllrs. Luttman-Johnson and Paske, Karen Knight 

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
None

Minutes of the Meeting held on October 2nd 2024
It was agreed that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed.

Matters Arising from the Meeting on October 2nd 2024 
None

Public Forum
None

District Councillor’s Report (circulated before the meeting)
Cllr. Holt highlighted a number of issues including the move towards a three-weekly black bin collection. There would be more opportunities to recycle before 2026 including the addition of a food bin and food caddy. There was, as yet, no anaerobic digester to take the food waste. The Sudbury Leisure Centre would reopen on December 11th after a roof issue is fixed. Just under £1 million in CIL payments had been received for different projects by town and parish councils. Cllr. Walters asked about total CIL raised locally. Cllr. Holt said there was £4m in the District pot, 10% of that goes to parishes and 15% to parishes with a Neighbourhood Plan which may rise to 25% soon. He said CIL was reviewed annually with the type of project approved expanding year-on-year. He urged the PC to keep its eye on it, as it was constantly evolving. A Suffolk-wide means-tested scheme for solar panels had been extended until November 15th. There was a COP-style climate debate taking place for 100 Year 8 and 9 students next month. Regarding the solar farm application at Boxted, the applicant had submitted technical information that Babergh had requested, so it would go back out for re-consultation soon. Councillors discussed local schemes that had been approved and refused.   

County Councillor’s Report
None 

Planning Applications and Planning Matters
DC/24/04139 – Slate House, Blind Lane
Councillors voted to support the application for the erection of a side extension and associated steps, replacement doors and windows, insertion of rooflight, alterations to fenestration and courtyard wall including repositioning of gate and removal of flue. 
Cllr. Price urged councillors to comment on – and encourage others to do the same – the Neighbourhood Plan which had been uploaded to the village website and WhatsApp. Only four comments had so far been received. The deadline was November 15th. No one appeared to have received a glossy leaflet about it in this month’s Contact Magazine. Cllr. Price would speak to Ian Poole about an extension to the consultation deadline as it didn’t look good that so few villagers were engaged with the Plan. 

Action: Clerk to report the planning decision

Finance and Administration
Invoices for payment: Clerk’s fees including tax refund (Oct) £527.08; Clerk’s exes (Oct) £30.03; SALC 6 mth payroll £54; Boxted & Hartest Institute hall hire (Sep) £24; CAS website hosting £60; Contact Mag annual subscription £48. Ratification of payments: None
It was proposed by Cllr. Price and seconded by Cllr. Chappell that the invoices be paid and the bank reconciliation for October was correct. 
Clerk to establish whether its CIL contribution of £8,000, can legally be paid as a £9,600 (inc. VAT) bill to Excell Timber Windows (which the PC had been presented with) and the VAT reclaimed. Councillors were concerned. The PC had not offered the Institute £9,600 (though the Clerk had mentioned it could probably reclaim the VAT) and paying it would rely on a cast iron guarantee that the VAT could be reclaimed. The Clerk had heard nothing from Ralph Carpenter despite asking for evidence of other quotes for the work. Councillors agreed that as the Institute would be closed in January and February, the February meeting should be held in the Church. The Clerk had circulated rough notes about financial considerations for the 2025/26 Precept. A suggested 5% rise would mean an extra £731.75 or asking for £15,367. The PC currently costs a resident in a band D property £61.91. The Clerk pointed out that a lot of work like the Cemetery testing and gates had been completed, a SID would be funded by Cllr. Kemp and she reminded councillors that, without having to make a contribution,  James Pickerin, the footpath officer, had secured £25,495 of District CIL funding for improvements to the Restricted Byway 13 circular walk. Cllr. Price pointed out that the cost of tidying up the Ince Graves could fall to the PC. The Clerk to write to Mr Ince again. 
Babergh would send out the Precept form, a parish taxbase calculator and indicative tax base on November 14th. The final tax base would be confirmed in early January. Councillors would make a decision in December and the form would be submitted by Cllr. Browning in January, as the Clerk would be away. Councillors agreed the NALC-recommended pay award – another 63p an hour - for the Clerk which would be backdated to April 1st.  Since the last meeting she had confirmed CIL payments had been paid to the PC and found evidence to suggest payments to the school had been made from s.106 monies.   

Bank balance to end Oct 2024

	Balance in Current Account
	£7,041.34

	Savings account
	£48,260.99

	Total (excluding CIL Funds) 
	£46,956.47

	Total
	£55,302.33

	CIL Funds
	£8,345.86



Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllrs. Browning and Price. Clerk to ask Karen Knight for permission to meet in the Church on February 5th. Clerk to notify SALC payroll that new pay award had been approved and to ask if the £8,000 CIL money can be paid as a £9,600 bill and the VAT reclaimed. Clerk to chase Mr Ince regarding the Ince graves. Clerk to add Restricted Byway upgrade to the agenda for December.

Green, Cemetery and Churchyard
Karen Knight was away but since the last meeting had submitted a formal funding request which the Clerk had circulated. The Clerk explained the s.137 grant making mechanism. It allowed the PC to give a limited amount of money based on the number of electors. This year it was £10.81 per elector of which there are 385, so the PC could grant £4,161.85. S.137 can be given when the council considers the expenditure will bring direct benefit to their area or a group of its inhabitants that is commensurate with the sum of money donated. In fairness, Cllr. Browning suggested in future the grant availability should be made known to villagers. The Clerk pointed out that the PC had already committed £345 (the leftover CIL money) towards leaflet printing. Cllr. Price’s suggestion of a card reader in the church that people could use to donate to it was applauded. The question of adding VAT on a grant to the PCC was raised again.  

Action: The Clerk to find out about VAT on grants. 
 
Footpaths and Highways
BT had contacted the Clerk about reducing the crown on two silver birch at the Institute that are near low voltage power lines. Clerk to ask John Kemp for his opinion. John Kemp would advertise for his replacement in Contact Magazine. The Clerk had told Oliver Cornish that the PC would be happy for him to cut hedges for £600 in February next year. 

Action: Clerk to ask John Kemp for opinion on Institute trees and let Jamie at BT know. 

Speeding 
The Clerk had advertised for volunteers to look after the SID but had had no response. She had also directly emailed Simon Heathfield saying that we had the funding in place but again had had no response. 

Action: Clerk to ask – via Contact Magazine - for volunteers again to take responsibility to look after the unit (charging, monitoring and moving it) and approach Simon Heathfield again and to put it on the WhatsApp Group too. 

Correspondence
The Clerk mentioned a NALC consultation into the holding of remote meetings which ends in December this year which could benefit Jo. 

Action: Clerk to complete the consultation. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Browning thanked everyone for coming.

Any Other Business
The out-of-date information on the website was discussed. Some of it dated back to 2017. The Clerk to establish who is running the website. 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm

Signed………………………………Dated………………….






