[bookmark: _GoBack]Hartest and District WI – Report for Parish Council, April 2023
Despite being let down on a couple of occasions by speakers, members have enjoyed a varied twelve months of meetings. They have exercised their creativity painting on silk and decorating chocolate Easter eggs as well as testing their skills playing a carousel of board games and doing the weekly quiz sent to their in – boxes by the secretary. Recently Catherine Buchanan, a guide at the Bury Guildhall, used her talk to introduce some of the women of the 20th Century who were born in or lived for at least part of their lives in Bury St Edmunds. What an assortment these proved to be from the scandalous, fabulously wealthy writer of ‘bodice rippers’, Maria Louise Ramé, who styled herself ‘Ouida’, to the brave and highly skilled Eleanor Wadsworth, the last surviving female WW2 pilot. In March, Charles Garland, who was brought up in the village as his father was Hartest’s vicar, delighted a much larger than usual audience of WI ladies, their husbands, partners, friends and neighbours with his acting talent and gift for impersonation. Charles re- created experiences, characters and fascinating background detail from his time as a TV producer, editor and PA to the writers of Dad’s Army, Jimmy Perry and David Croft.
This year it is Hartest’s turn to host the annual Group Meeting when a number of WIs, determined by the Suffolk West Federation, get together to share information, enjoy a speaker or other entertainment and each other’s company over tea, coffee and a buffet. We are providing a traditional afternoon tea for our guests – sandwiches, scones and cakes. A folk duo, Ian and Michelle Wright, aka Homity, will be entertaining us by singing folk and other traditional songs and talking about the stories behind the tunes and words.
Membership has remained steady over the past year and we hope to welcome, as full members, two local ladies who have been our guests for a couple of months. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jo Pask publicly, who, though she can no longer be at meetings physically, has continued her membership and follows all we do. Jo was there at the very start in 1999 when Hartest WI reformed after a break of some years; her influence and support has been a constant which is much appreciated and cherished.
Liz Depper, Secretary

