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Hartest Neighbourhood Plan – Report to Annual Parish Meeting 26th April 2023

Work on Hartest Neighbourhood Plan resumed early in 2023 following a period of inactivity. This was brought about by anticipated changes to the Babergh Local Plan, which if they were to have gone ahead could have meant us having to rewrite our plan.

I am happy to report that Babergh’s Plan will now be modified and not rewritten, and the Working Group has therefore decided to proceed with the final stages of the Plan preparation.

Funding has become available from our original funders, Locality, and includes an allocation for their approved Planning Consultancy, AECOM,  to prepare a Design Statement for us.  In turn this has triggered further grant aid for Ian Poole to continue working with us through to completion.

But nothing is ever simple.  This funding was available for work to End of March 2023, and because of the delays with the Design Statement, we have had to return part of the money, and reapply when the next round of funding becomes available. We anticipate being able to apply for this last tranche of grant after the Local Elections.

As soon as we have the final allocation of funding we shall rapidly incorporate comments from the last round of consultations, proceed to incorporate the evidence coming out of the Design Guide and then prepare the plan for one final consultation with Hartest residents and businesses.  The final stage of this work will be to forward the document to Babergh for approval before going on to a referendum.

At this stage we have no fixed dates for adoption of the Plan but hope the whole process will be complete later this year or early next year. 

We are indebted to the Parish Council for supporting us through this challenging process and hope that they will stick with us to the bitter end!

Ralph Carpenter HARTEST NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP CHAIR
25th April 2023


Mr Carpenter explained that the NP had reached another milestone. They had engaged with the contractors that work for Groundworks/Locality (the funders) which had triggered an additional grant to cover the planning consultancy. However, as its End of Grant Report showed only partial completion of the work the PC would have to pay back the unspent grant. Ian Poole, however, had led him to believe this would be available to reapply for after the May elections. He said, in principal, the consultants were still working because their funding came directly from Groundworks/Locality so they wouldn’t be affected by this. He expected their report by the end of May and said they had pretty much done all the work necessary for presentation to Babergh. He said the main adjustments to various policies took into account local objections. He had also ascertained that because Hartest had created twelve new dwellings over the past five years, it had been enough to meet Babergh’shousing requirements until 2035.



