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CEMETERY REGULATIONS 2025
 
1. Hartest Parish Council (the Authority) is the Burial Authority for Hartest Parish. These rules set out in simple terms the Authority’s policy with regards to the operation and maintenance of Hartest Cemetery (the Cemetery). 
2. The Cemetery is an open space available for all to visit. It is a place for remembrance, peace and quiet reflection and the Authority endeavours to ensure that it maintains the Cemetery for these purposes. 
3. Burial in the Cemetery is primarily for persons who live, or have previously lived, within the present parish boundary of Hartest.   
4. If a person has not previously lived within the present parish boundary of Hartest but has an immediate family member buried in the Cemetery, permission may also be granted, and the fees charged shall be at the rates set out in the attached schedule.
5. If a person does not meet the conditions in paragraphs 3 or 4 then permission may be granted at the discretion of the Authority.  The fees payable will be double the rates set out in the attached schedule. 
6. No grave shall be excavated within the Cemetery except by contractors who have been expressly approved by the Authority. Such contractors must, at least 24 hours prior to commencement of any work, provide the Parish Clerk with the following:
· A suitable Risk Assessment and Method Statement (RAMS); and
· Evidence of Public Liability Insurance with a minimum coverage of £1,000,000.
7. Any contractor undertaking work in the Cemetery does so on the basis that they are liable to indemnify the Authority against any claims arising from all works. The Authority accepts no liability for claims arising from work carried out by third parties. 
8. When backfilling any grave, the contractor shall ensure that there is sufficient mounding up on top of the grave to allow for soil subsidence.
9. The Cemetery is a lawn type cemetery to allow ease of maintenance.  It will be mown regularly by the Authority. Accordingly, once sufficient time has elapsed to allow the soil in a grave to settle, the Authority will either turf or seed it.
10. Flagstones, kerbstones, fencing or any other forms of enclosure or border are not permitted and nor is trenching, gravelling or other forms of boundary marking. 
11. Potted or planted trees or shrubs are not permitted on or near the grave.  
12. Windmills, chimes or other similar ornaments are not allowed on graves or cremation plots. The Authority reserves the right to remove these additions. 
13. Natural flowers are preferred; all wreaths and flowers when past their best will be removed, as will unsuitable artificial flowers. 
14. The above rules are made so that a tranquil and dignified atmosphere can be maintained, and we ask for your cooperation. 
15. The selection of plots for graves shall be determined at the discretion of the Clerk. 
16. The dimensions of any headstone on a grave shall not exceed 2’9 (84cm) in height above ground level and 2’ (61cm) in width and 3 inches (7.5cm) in thickness. The dimensions of a plaque over cremated remains shall not exceed 13 inches (33cm) square and be of a suitable stone and shall be laid flush with the ground. A memorial or flower holder may be placed but must not exceed 12 inches (30cm) in height.
17. The Authority reserves the right to tidy up neglected or untended graves. 
18. It is the responsibility of the family or the undertaker to meet all the fees of the officiating minister.  The Authority has no liability to pay any such fees.
19. On at least an annual basis, Councillor Wardens appointed to the Cemetery will make safety checks on memorial headstones. If any are found to be unsafe, the family of the deceased will be contacted to promptly arrange the securing of the headstones in the interest of public safety. In cases where a family cannot be contacted, or there is a delay in action, and the memorial is unsafe, the Councillor Warden or the Clerk will lay the memorial down with respect and sensitivity. 
20. All memorials must be erected in accordance with the code of working practice of the British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM). The Authority is a member of the BRAMM scheme.
HARTEST CEMETERY SCALE OF FEES

Plot – is the cost of the space in the Cemetery for burial.
Management – covers the administrative costs to the Authority.
Burial – costs cover ongoing work to keep the site in good order.

	
	Plot
	Management
	Burial
	Total

	Burials 
Persons 18 or over
	£300*
	£60
	£330
	£690

	Burials 
Persons under 18 including stillborn child
	£150
	-
	-
	£150

	Reopening an existing burial plot where a double depth grave has been purchased.
	-

	£60
	£330

	£390

	Interment of ashes including the right to place a memorial plaque (where a plot has not already been purchased)
Persons 18 or over
		£150
	£60
	£75
	£285

	Interment of ashes
Persons under 18
	£75
	-
	-

	£75

	Memorials
For the right to erect or place a memorial headstone, cross or tablet 
	-
	£75
	-
	£75

	For the right to any inscription after the first on a memorial or vase
	-
	£30
	-
	£30



* Cost of plot reduced by £150 where a plot reservation fee was paid prior to 1 December 2025

The fees and regulations are fixed by Hartest Parish Council acting as a Burial Authority for the parish of Hartest in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977.
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